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The POST has had a few upgrades to improve the
air conditioning and lighting. I wish to thank Finance Officer Dyke Shannon and Sgt@ Arm Jim
See Bob to
Middlekauff for installing the new lighting. I also
sign up!
wish to thank the SAL and volunteers who are continuing Vice Commander Dress’ breakfast during
Do you
the last weekend of the month. We all need to support the Post with our time and talents that is why
the Post is made up of men and women like you
that are willing to keep the doors open. The days
are getting longer and hopefully many of you will be Inside this Issue:
able to attend our meetings. We try to limit it to no
later than 8:00 P.M. so that you can make it home Page 2
 From Jerry’s Table
before dark.
Update on construction around the Post, we have
yet to hear of date and time the beginning of construction. I or any other members have not heard
from the new owners and as soon as we do we will
notify you by newsletter or e-mail. Once construction starts we will have to come up with alternatives
for parking but we will make it happen.
Our judge advocate will be conducting another
marathon, ½ marathon and 5 K hosted by the
POST in November 2017. We will need all members including SAL and Aux to assist to make this
another great project to benefit the Post.
Elections are being held next meeting night and if
you are willing to place your name in the hat please
do so. We have many officers who will assist you
so you will not be going it alone. Vice Commander
Dress will be stepping down and right now Sgt at
Arms Middlekauff has placed his name in the hat
for Vice Commander. Vice Commander Dress has
set the bar high and we know he will be there to
assist. Finance Officer Shannon has asked to step
down and has recommended a replacement which
he will work with during the next year. Thank you,
Dyke, for your guidance and knowledge not only
during your tenure as Department of Florida Adjutant but also with the Winter Park Memorial Post
112.
Continued on Page 9

 The Chaplain’s Prayers
Page 3
 Notes From the Adjutant’s Desk
 Department Convention
Page 4
 Advertising Info
Page 5
 Our Happenin’ Auxiliary
Page 6
 Sea Cadet Update
 Service Officer Update
Page 7
 Fleet Reserve Assoc’n.
Page 8
 Sons of the Legion
Page 9
 Commanders Minute
cont’d from Page 1
 Boys State
Page 10
 Veterans Education &
Employment Committee
 Boys State Candidates
Page 11
 Happy Birthday
Page 12
 Calendar
 Officers Directory

Page 2

Newsletter Title

From Jerr y’s Table
I wish to thank you again for the thoughts and prayers during the past few months. Regretfully, I must turn
the job over, however I will be around to assist the new Vice Commander. During my tenure I have received
many awards and honors but it is because of you, the Post members, who have and continue to be the reason for me working as hard as I could. Just a few things that I am extremely proud of include the FOUR
CHAPLAIN’S services, the youth events from Halloween, Easter egg hunt, Toys for Tots collections, assisting
KISS (Kids In Support of Soldiers) program, and being the liaison for the Centurion Battalion USNSCC. My
kids who often many call me grandpa Jerry mean the world to me just as each of you.
My calling to check on members at home, being present at the post to assist many with flags for retirement, or
wanting to become members has been an honor. Thank you for giving me the best opportunity to assist you
and the POST. The ability to attend an HONOR FLIGHT allowed me the opportunity to see sights that reminded me of my time serving our Country and thank you for allowing Commander Dover assist me in this
adventure.
Last but not least I want each member to hear this - IF YOU HAVE NOT GONE TO THE VA AND ASKED
FOR ASSISTANCE PLEASE DO IT NOW! I have finally gone and had nothing but a positive experience.
Please keep me in your thoughts and prayers as each day is a great day to be an American and a member of
the great organization AMERICAN LEGION.
For GOD and COUNTRY,
Gerald T. Dress, Vice Commander.

The Chaplain’s Prayers : Billy Dover
We have just celebrated the reason Christian’s know that there is life after death. Please read the versus from
the Old Testament: Psalms 118: 8-24
It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in people. It is better to take refuge in the LORD
than to trust in princes. Though hostile nations surrounded me, I destroyed them all with the authority
of the LORD. Yes, they surrounded and attacked me, but I destroyed them all with the authority of the
LORD. They swarmed around me like bees; they blazed against me like a crackling fire. But I destroyed them all with the authority of the LORD. My enemies did their best to kill me, but the LORD
rescued me. The LORD is my strength and my song; he has given me victory. Songs of joy and victory are sung in the camp of the godly. The strong right arm of the LORD has done glorious things! The
strong right arm of the LORD is raised in triumph. The strong right arm of the LORD has done glorious things I will not die; instead, I will live to tell what the LORD has done. The LORD has punished
me severely, but he did not let me die. Open for me the gates where the righteous enter, and I will go
in and thank the LORD. These gates lead to the presence of the LORD, and the godly enter there. I
thank you for answering my prayer and giving me victory! The stone that the builders rejected has
now become the cornerstone. This is the LORD’s doing, and it is wonderful to see. This is the day the
LORD has made. We will rejoice and be glad in it.
Just as we were willing to give our life to save another comrade during time of war, God gave his only SON to
save us from our sins.
Prayer: God grant us the ability to know the truth and trust in you to allow your Holy Spirit to guide us each
moment of each day. We pray for our comrades who are hurting mentally, physically and emotionally as well
as their loved ones. Please place your guiding hand on each of us and those who are serving us at home
and abroad. Be with our Nation and our leaders that they may follow your direction. AMEN
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Notes From the Adjutant’s Desk
The 6th District Constitutional meeting will be
held at Post 80 in St. Cloud on Saturday, May
6th, at 9 a.m. and it is open to all 2017 Legion
members in the 6th District. This meeting elects
the District Commander and Area Commander
for the coming year. This is the first step toward
the Convention. See the article below about the
convention for more information.
Billy has mentioned the work being done at the
Post over the last few weeks. We all want to offer a HUGE THANK YOU to Jim Middlekauff,
Charles Coleman, and Dyke Shannon for all of
the work that they have done around and inside
the building. In case you haven’t notice, the light
fixtures in the pavilion and inside the meeting hall
have been upgraded to LED. This will save the

Post money in the power bill and brighten
things up quite a bit.
Don’t forget that both the Executive Board and
the General meetings are available online and
on the phone if you want to attend but can’t
make it here. Contact me before the meeting to
let me know that I need to set up the bridge.
And, remember that the call in number is NOT
LOCAL so you MUST use a cell phone or internet phone to call without a charge. If you use
your “home” phone, unless it has “Free Long
Distance” you could be in for a bit of a shock in
your next phone bill.
It’s “End of Year” report time so I am busy working on telling Department what we have done
for the year.

Department Convention Information
The 2017 American Legion Department of Florida Convention is being held at the Orlando World
Center Marriott at 8701 World Center Drive, Orlando, FL 32821. The dates are June 29th through
July 2, 2017. There is NO CHARGE TO ATTEND! And, while there is a $5 parking fee per day, that
is a minimal cost for what you will be learning.
If you want to stay at the hotel, reservations are recommended and they sell out quickly. But, you
can go to http://www.floridalegion.org/news-events/department-convention/hotel-information/ for
more information and how to make a reservation. World Center Drive is the “International Drive”
exit off the Greenway (SR 417), if you want to go down that way. Or, you can do down I-4 without a
toll and get off at World Center Drive (Exit 65A and GO EAST) and save the toll.
Members who are interested in learning more about the American Legion and what it does, or have
an interest in serving in any position at the Post will find the convention classes enlightening. Sessions on Membership, Chaplain, Historian, Judge Advocate, Post Commander and many other classes can be found on the Legion Convention Agenda at http://www.floridalegion.org/news-events/
department-convention/event-agendas/legion-agenda/ BUT WAIT - THERE’S MORE!!! You can
also see what is being offered for the Sons of the American Legion at http://www.floridalegion.org/
sons/administration/meetings/conv_agenda.pdf AND the Auxiliary Agenda will be available at
http://alafl.org/events-page/*?id=166 soon. Other convention information is there, too.
The Officers for each part of the Legion family at the State level will be elected during this convention, and you would have a chance to meet them while you are there.
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ADVERTISING INFORMATION
Would your business like to advertise in our
Post newsletter? This newsletter, with distribution via email and USPS to over 200 members
and organizations, is now accepting advertising
for our monthly newsletters.
Advertising rates per issue are as follows:
Business card size - $ 6.00 (3 3/4"w x 2 1/4"l)
1/4 page - $ 10.00 (3 3/4"w x 4 3/4"l)
1/2 page - $ 18.00 (7 3/4"w x 4 3/4"l or 3 3/4"w
x 9 3/4"l)
Full page - $ 30.00 (7 3/4"w x 9 3/4"l)
If paid in advance for FIVE ISSUES, THE
SIXTH ISSUE IS FREE!

Copy MUST be emailed to the editor as a jpg or
Publisher file but payment MUST be mailed to
the Post’s PO Box or hand delivered to the Post
by the 15th of the month preceding publication.
COPY DEADLINES:
Jan-Feb issue—15December
Mar-April issue—15February
May-June issue—15April
July-August issue—15June
September-October issue—15August
November-December issue—15October
QUESTIONS—Contact the editor at
407.401.8360 or email
nell.colbert@communimatics.com.
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Our Happenin’ Auxiliar y—Nell Colbert
Our Unit has been busy over the
last couple of months and the
next two months will be busy too.

Post.

In March we were thrilled to deliver $350 worth of food items to
Eastbrook Elementary for their
food pantry that helps to supplement the evening meal needs of
the families of students in need.

This food pantry is self funded
and relies on donations from
community organizations to help.

Since this is an on-going project,
we need items like Macaroni and
Cheese dinners, peanut butter,
canned tuna, pasta sauce in
plastic jars, and spaghetti, along
with canned fruits and vegetables. Please add some extra
items to your grocery list each
week and drop off your donations whenever you come to the

We also received a request from
Aloma Elementary for 100 headsets for their second grade class
so that each student has their
own set. Our membership voted
to fund the headset project and
we were honored to be able to
deliver the headsets to the
school.

Our nominating committee met
during our April meeting and we
are in the process of confirming
that our nominees will accept the
positions for which they are nominated. We will accept additional
nominations from the floor for
next year’s officers at our May
meeting. If you would like to
serve as an officer next year,
please contact Nell as soon as

possible. Please remember that
your dues for 2017 must be paid
current in order to run for office.
Our elections will be held during
our June meeting with our installations tentatively scheduled for
our July meeting.
Coming in May, our Unit will be
presenting Americanism Essay
medals and Scholastic Achievement medals to 5th grade students at Aloma, Cheney, and
Eastbrook Elementary schools. If
you are interested in participating
in these presentations, please let
Nell know ASAP. The dates for
the presentations are as follows:
 5/23—Eastbrook
 5/26—Aloma
 5/31—Cheney
All presentations begin at 9am.

As always, we welcome new
ladies who would like to actively support our military,
our youth and our community through our community
service projects. To become
involved, please call us at
321.578.8612.
Check out our Facebook
page at:
https://www.facebook.com/
ALA112FL
or our website at:
www.AmLegionAux112FL.com
to see what we’ve been doing.
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Sea Cadet Update: Billy Dover
Your Centurion Battalion USNSCC will be
completing another drill
season the first weekend of May and summer trainings begin.
We invite YOU to attend our end of the year
ceremony and honoring
the outstanding cadets
including our seven
seniors. Four of the seniors have risen to the
rank of Chief Petty Officer and two are preparing to serve, one in the US Marines and one in
the US Navy. The rest are planning on attending college along with working toward joining
the ROTC program at their respective colleges.
This past drill we had our family fun day and
fundraiser of a cyber 5K on the beach at Jetty
Park. The unit is strong and getting stronger
thanks to the generosity of the Winter Park Me-

morial Post 112. This next year we will be adding outside activities, a shooting team, to complement the cyber patriot team. The opportunities to grow and maintaining the conditions of
HONOR, COURAGE and COMMITMENT just
as the US Navy, US Coast Guard and the United States Sea Cadets Corps is a must.
We are proud of all our cadets and we currently
have previous cadets as members of the US
Marines, US Navy, US Army serving all over
the country and on foreign shores. Please keep
them in your thoughts and prayers along with
current members of the unit.
Please join us on MAY 07, 2017 at 2:00 P.M.,
First Baptist Church Winter Park, 1021 New
York Avenue, Winter Park, Florida 32789.
Very Respectfully,
Centurion Battalion USNSCC

Service Officer Update —Jim

Middlekauff

Starting this month, we will run a Service Officer “note” of interest for our bulletin. Many of us Veterans are entitled to benefits, but perhaps have not filed a claim not knowing how, what is needed,
what forms to fill out, etc. and that is why I am here at the Post to assist with this. I go through an annual two-day training session to ensure I know the latest and greatest from the VA. The VA has established one new form called a 10-10EZ form that can be done on-line or mailed in and I can assist
with this. I also have access to Florida Veterans Benefits, phone numbers for further assistance;
however, I do NOT have access to a Veterans medical records, military records or VA records but
can assist with direction to obtain any necessary information needed.
Also, as the Post Service Officer I have assisted two Veterans with financial assistance through district (the Post does not provide monetary assistance). Project VETRELIEF provides support for active duty, Veterans and families in Florida for a one-time offset fund to help with shelter, food, medical expenses or transportation. Funding is awarded on a case-by-case basis and the Veteran must
have an Honorable Discharge, but not required to be an American Legion Member. Contact Jennifer Cooper @407/270-9209 or visit www.PROJECTVetRelief.org for further information.
Thank you.
Jim Middlekauff
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Fleet Reserve Association
Greetings fellow American Legion members. I am the current President of the Delbert D.
Black
(The
Navy’s
First
MCPON) Branch 117 of the
Fleet
Reserve
Association
(FRA).
The purpose of the Fleet Reserve Association is to further
the good fellowship and camaraderie established among our
shipmates who have served or
are now serving, lobbying congress for benefits and pay tribute to those who gave the supreme sacrifice. The FRA is a
congressionally chartered, nonprofit organization that represents the interests of the Sea
Service community before the
U.S. Congress. The Association is named after the Navy’s
program for personnel transferring to the Fleet Reserve or
Fleet Marine Corps Reserve
after 20 or more years of active
duty, but less than 30 years for
retirement purposes and its
membership is comprised of
current and former enlisted
members of the U.S. Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard.
The Association was founded
by Navy Chief Yeoman George

L. Carlin, chartered in 1924
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
and has 291 branches in the
United States. FRA was born
out of the need for an organization to protect the pay and benefits of enlisted Sea Service
members and their families on
Capitol Hill. FRA also assists its
members with career problems
by maintaining close liaison
with the Departments of Defense, Veterans Affairs, Homeland Security, and other government agencies.
The FRA enjoys the prestige of
being the strongest, oldest and
largest professional military association representing the Navy, Marine Corps and Coast
Guard personnel. Branch 117
was charted in July 1948 here
in the Orlando, Florida area
and is incorporated with the
State of Florida. The Branch is
governed and organized with
membership approved by-laws
and standing rules.
Branch
elected officers are the President, Vice President, Secretary
and the Treasurer. The Board
of Directors is a group of shipmates appointed by the President.

It would be our pleasure to welcome you, attend our meetings,
which are held at 0930 the 3rd
Saturday of each month at the
American Legion Post 112,
4490 North Goldenrod Rd,
Winter Park, Florida and become actively involved. The
Branch also attends ceremonies for Memorial Day and Veteran’s Day. We are represented in the Orlando Veteran’s
Day Parade each year for
many years. We also have a
complimentary Holiday Party
dinner each December for current members and allow one
guest. A Two Bell Ceremony is
held during the May and November meetings to honor
Branch 117’s deceased members.
Again it is my pleasure to serve
Branch 117 and serve with you
as a fellow shipmate of this superb association. In Loyalty,
Protection and Service,
JAMES L. MIDDLEKAUFF
MMCS (SS), USN, (Ret)
President FRA Branch 117;
2004 – 2009, 2013 -

Newsletter Title
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Son’s of the of the Legion: Bob Colbert
Post’s account, they are held
within the accounting system as
Squadron funds.
Once we
have a better level of activity,
we will need someone to be
able to report to the Squadron
on income and expenses.
The slate is done, and unless
there are nominations from the
“floor” in May, we will hold the
election at the upcoming May
meeting. If there are any nominations from the “floor”, then
the election will be held in June
with the “amended ballot.”
At our last meeting (April), we In the 2016-2017 year, we were
chose the “slate” for the 2017- able to add two new members
2018 Officers for the Squadron. who are both local, active AND
not “dual” members with the
Our 2017-2018 “slate” of Offic- Post! This is important as it
ers for the Squadron consist of: gives the Squadron a better
Commander nominee - Charles identity and the ability to beColeman
come more visible and active.
Vice Commander nominee James Carten
On another note, our Charles
Adjutant - Bob Colbert
Coleman has been instrumenChaplain - Billy Dover, Jr.
tal in keeping the monthly PanWe are in need of a “Historian”
and a “Sgt at Arms.” The plus
side is that these are rather
easy positions but the minus
side is that these people have to
be able to attend the meetings
in person. Online attendance is
available but it is a little difficult
for these two positions to do
their jobs without being at the
meeting. Hopefully we will also
need a Finance Officer in the
near future. Even though our
funds are funneled through the

cake Breakfasts going in the
absence of Gerry Dress. He
has also helped with Post improvements including the renovations inside the meeting hall.
Thank you, Charles, for all of
your help!

At this time, we are planning
the “Early Bird Post Family Picnic” for Saturday, September
16th. This is an annual event
that it “put on” by the Squadron.
The picnic is open to the entire

Post Family and all members
who have paid their 2018 dues
up to and including the date of
the picnic can “eat free!” This
is a membership drive as opposed to a fund raiser and we
are looking forward to all of the
Post Family and their families
attending. The cost for the
family members is nominal, so I
promise that it will be less than
McDonalds and MUCH MORE
FUN.
The 2018 Detachment Convention is coming up on the 30th of
June and the 1st of July. This
is where the Detachment Officers are elected by the Squadrons. The agenda is located at:
http://www.floridalegion.org/
sons/administration/meetings/
conv_agenda.pdf and can be
downloaded.
There is NO
CHARGE to attend the convention and all Squadron members
are encouraged to attend.
There is a $5/day parking fee
that is paid as you leave each
day. And, attending will give
you a better idea of what the
Sons of the American Legion
can do on a large scale as well
as giving you the contacts to
answer questions.
Don’t forget that we have access to the conference bridge
for meeting attendance when
you are not in a position to attend in person. Contact me for
details at bcolbert@usa.net if
you need to call in.
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COMMANDER’S MINUTE cont’d from Page 1
Continued from Page 1
With new administration in any
organization there are changes
and we must be willing to work
within the guidelines and constitution to make sure we are staying true to the FOUR PILLARS of
the American Legion. We need
to support the United States of
America and all the elected officials who are making decisions
which not only affect you but also
those of all veterans. We need
to also be vocal during their tenure to ensure that they know ALL
veterans, have earned the right
to be served health care. Service Officers of the post are here
to get you started in the right direction and you need to start by
asking for assistance. If we do
not know then we will make sure
that you know who can assist
you.
Past Commander Ted Costello,
who serves as the Boy’s State

representative for the Post and
your due diligence in this program. You have once again
gone above and beyond by making sure all our candidates will be
attending the summer program.
Today at church, I met with a
young college man, who attended from the Oviedo Post and
now serves as a counselor in
which he states he learns something new each time. This is
what you call passing it on and
the old term you learn, you do
and you teach.
Memorial Day service will be at
the Post once again please look
for more information from Jim
Middlekauff because the time will
change to allow our members to
attend their church services. I
wish to thank SAL member
Charles Coleman who was once
a recipient of the School Awards
certificate and metal a few years
back. He has now continued to

assist the post with keeping the
Post Breakfast open and running.
I have been given the dates and
time for all but two schools
awards as of this writing. We
have almost 20 presentations to
accomplish between Elementary, Middle, High School ROTC
and College ROTC programs. If
you can volunteer on the Tuesday, MAY 30, 2017, please contact me. That is the day that
most Orange County Elementary
Schools have their program beginning at 9:00 A.M. If I do not
get assistance then I will be having to take them to the schools
and the teachers hand it out. It
needs to be accomplished by a
member of the POST so that the
children, parents and teachers
see the a true hero.
GOD bless each of you.
FOR GOD and COUNTRY,
Billy Dover Jr., Commander.

Boys State—Ted Costello
I am pleased to announce that I have been able to secure delegate positions for our two alternates.
Post 275 in Dunedin did not have delegates so our boys will be able to attend Boys State this year. I
have also contacted our 6th District Chairman and secured seats on the bus for our two boys so
they won't have to find transportation to and from Tallahassee. For those that are interested, the
Boys State Orientation will take place on Saturday May 20th, 2017 at Post 286 in Pinecastle. The
Post is located at 529 Fairlane Avenue, Orlando, FL 32809 (the corner of Orange Avenue and Oakridge Road). Orientation will start at 10 AM and last for approximately two hours.
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Veterans Education & Employment Committee
Squadron 112 in Winter Park Florida has established their Veterans Education & Employment Committee to help veterans with Education and Employment.
The effort was spearheaded by Charles Coleman in collaboration with Christian Help, Inc. Christian
Help is a faith based non-profit organization with more than 25 years of experience helping people
find employment and resolve challenges associated with un-employment.
Christian Help has provided Squadron 112 with a link to their Central Florida Employment Council
division. The website address is www.cfec.org/job-fairs. CFEC organizes and hosts 6 major job
fairs annually in Orlando Florida at the Central Florid Fair Grounds.
Coleman says, “I have reviewed the site and found it to be a comprehensive source to help Veterans
with employment and education. Resources included are: job loss support group, employment
counseling, interviewing skills, resume writing, and much more”.
Also, the collaboration will help identify Veterans who need help in signing up for their VA benefits.
Coleman will be collecting the data and the information will be passed on to our Post Service Officers.

Boys State Candidates—2017
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Happy Birthday to YOU!
Happy Birthday to YOU!
Happy Birthday to you!
Happy Birthday dear ____.
Happy Birthday to YOU!

Date

Name

Date

Name

05/28

Telson, Richard

06/14

Heflin, Kenneth

05/30

Finn Jr, Paul

06/17

Brown, Elmer

May:

JUNE:

06/21
06/21
06/23
06/29

Fitzpatrick, Philip
Reyes, Ramon
Baker, Carole
Culver, Samuel

Date

Name

Date

Name

05/01

Devasto, Richard

06/04

Arocho, Jimmy

05/04

Newsome, Willie

06/04

Calhoun, Charles

05/06

Shipman, Fred

06/05

Fleming Jr, John

05/09

Piltz, Kerry

06/05

Yaroma Jr, Michael

05/20

Brower, James

06/06

Bruneau, George

05/21

Finch, Glenn

06/06

Cole, Leonard

05/22

Bonney, Benton

06/10

Padgett, Richard

05/23

Sprague Sr, Arthur

06/13

Council Sr, James

05/24

Colon, Alfonso

06/14

Cunningham Sr, Robert

05/27

Cruz, Thomas

Winter Park Memorial Post 112
4490 North Goldenrod Road
Winter Park, FL 32792

www.wpﬂpost112.org

MAY:

1
1
7

9
13
27
28
29

JUNE:
5
5
13
14
17
24
28-7/1

S.A.L Meeting—6pm
Executive Board Meeting—7pm
Sea Cadet Celebration—2pm at 1st Baptist
Church, Winter Park
Monthly Post & Auxiliary Meeting—7pm
6th District Constitutional Meeting at Post 80—9am
Post Pancake Breakfast (8-11am)
Post Memorial Day Service—2pm
Memorial Day
S.A.L. Meeting—6pm
Executive Board Meeting—7pm
Monthly Post & Auxiliary Meeting—7pm
Flag Day
FRA Meeting—9:30am
Post Pancake Breakfast (8-11am)
Department Convention

OFFICER’S DIRECTORY
Commander: Billy Dover
407-383-9455 – bgdjr14@gmail.com
Vice Cmdr.: Gerard (Jerry) Dress
407-671-8616 – gdress2@cfl.rr.com
Adjutant: Bob Colbert
407-619-9611 – bcolbert@usa.net
Finance Officer: Dyke Shannon
407-322-6126 – dshannonfl@aol.com
Chaplain: Cliff Buhrow
407-644-8878—no email
Sgt. At Arms: James Middlekauff
407-977-0521—racenut478@aol.com
Newsletter Editor: Nell Colbert
321.303.7445— necolbert@usa.net

Winter Park Memorial Post 112
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