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Do you  

Greetings fellow Post 112 members: 
 
Wow, here it is at the end of the year already.  
Where did the time go?  I hope everyone is doing 
well and getting excited for the holidays.   
 
We are still working on making improvements to 
your Post and trying to recruit new members now 
that the requirements have been changed and al-
low more Veterans to qualify for membership.  This 
is something all members should be talking to other 
Veterans about.  “Anyone who has served honora-
bly in the US Armed Forces since December 7, 
1941 are now eligible to join, including Active Duty, 
so let’s get the word spreading.   
 
Our next meeting, we will be conducting the Post 
Everlasting Ceremony, so if you have not seen this, 
come to the meeting.   
 
The Sons of American Legion will be starting the 
Pancake Breakfast again on the odd months begin-
ning November 30th of this year.  More about that in 
this newsletter.   
 
The Post picnic is looking more like happening after 
the first of the year due to holidays, travel, etc., so 
look forward to that and starting the New Year.   
 
As for current items: I will be participating in a cere-
mony with the Submarine Veterans Commander on 
November 11 in Sanford at the Ft. Mellon Park with 
a flag raising starting at 9 AM.  I hope many of you 
can attend, but if not-please attend an event to re-
member those not here to celebrate with us.   
 
I hope you all have a blessed Thanksgiving.  The 
Post, the Auxiliary, and the SAL will be providing 
food for those less fortunate.  December 7th is Pearl 
Harbor day; another day to never forget.   
 
Our annual Post Christmas party will be again at 
the Perkins Restaurant      Continued on Page 2  
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and Bakery on December 20th at 6 PM with a gift exchange 
 
Come on out and help support our programs and the Post.  Past Commander Costello is still looking 
for some assistance with our Boys State program.  Past Commander Dover is doing an outstanding 
job as the Post Chaplain and is much appreciated.  Thank you to those who have 
stepped up as Chairmen, which is also much appreciated.   
 

Until next time, have a Happy Thanksgiving, a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!    
 

For God and Country, Jim Middlekauff  

Membership & Recruiting Update 
Not only are we in a new membership year, but the rules have changed.   
 
Now, for the first time ever, we can accept ANY veteran who had served honorably since December 
7, 1941. Those veterans who were not eligible due to his or her dates of service are no longer ex-
cluded from Legion membership. So, if you know of a friend or neighbor who is a veteran, ask them 
to join. We are stronger in numbers even if they “don't have time” to participate.   
 
This year, 2019-2020, the Post needs the 140 members to renew in order to attain 100%. So far, our 
“Paid up for Life" (PUFL), Active Duty members, and our Honorary members make the numbers look 
good for a start. And, the 93 members who have already paid either online or by mail bring us 
to 66.42% as of 16 OCT 2019. We are hoping to have our 100% membership before 31 DEC 
2019.    
 
By the way, the Son’s Squadron is at 12 of their 26 members for a 46.15% renewal. And the Auxilia-
ry is at 18 of their goal of 22 or 82%. 



It’s that time!  Christmas is coming! Christmas is coming! Boy, where did the year go?  I guess it’s 
time to get the snow shovel out (grin) but not here.  In fact, in just a few weeks, we will be getting out 
the Christmas decorations and putting the lawn mower away for a couple of months.  And, the Post 
Family’s Christmas Party is at hand! As you can see elsewhere in the newsletter, it will be De-
cember 20, 2019 at 6 PM at the Perkins Restaurant on University Blvd near Forsyth Rd. It is the 
same location as last year and you can order off the menu.  We do need to give them a head count 
by Wednesday, December 18, 2019, so let me know if you and your spouse (or guest) will be there 
by email, phone or text.  The email is bcolbert@usa.net and the text/phone is 407-619-9611.   
 

One question about membership that seems to come up often is “Why start in July for next year’s 
membership?”  The answer is simple.  Yes, the membership year is the same as the calendar year. 
So, on 1 JAN 2020, your 2019 card is DEAD! We want you to have your 2020 card BEFORE 1 JAN 
2020! That is just one more reason for everyone to try to renew in the next two months.  
 

Are you a HAM? (That would be a radio amateur for non-military). If you were in the military, you 
probably knew about the MARS or HAM station on base.  Most of the bases had them and they 
were the primary way to call home from overseas before SKYPE and the internet. We have identi-
fied five “hams” in the Post Family and are looking for more. Amateur Radio performs a valuable 
public service in time of emergency even today as well as back up for major events.  If you are a li-
censed amateur, please let me know.  My contact information is above.  By the way, I am K4GBE 
for any hams out there and a member of The American Legion Amateur Radio Club (TALARC).  
 

Don’t forget the re-opening of our Breakfast at the Post on November 30th from 8 to 11 AM.  
 

And for December’s meeting, we’ll have a special speaker, Tammy, from the Newcomer Funeral 
Home, who will share information we can all use. Please join us on 12/10 for this special presenta-
tion. 
 

Finally, as you can see, we have a new advertiser this issue.  Our advertisers help to offset the cost 
of the newsletter.  It costs over $1 per copy to mail them and your annual dues provides the Post 
with $9/year to cover everything, including lights, water, etc. and pay for the newsletter.  Look at the 
advertisers and if they offer something of interest to you, please give them some thought.   
 
As this is the Christmas edition, HAPPY THANKSGIVING MERRY CHRISTMAS, SEASONS 
GREETINGS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR TO OUR POST FAMILY MEMBERS.  

Notes From the Adjutant’s Desk 
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Copy MUST be emailed to the editor as a jpg or 
Publisher file but payment MUST be mailed to 
the Post’s PO Box or hand delivered to the Post 
by the 15th of the month preceding publication. 
 

COPY DEADLINES: 
Jan-Feb issue—15December 
Mar-April issue—15February 
May-June issue—15April 
July-August issue—15June 
September-October issue—15August 
November-December issue—15October  
 

QUESTIONS—Contact the editor at 
407.401.8360 or email 
nell.colbert@communimatics.com. 

Would your business like to advertise in our 
Post newsletter? This newsletter, with distribu-
tion via email and USPS to over 200 members 
and organizations, is now accepting advertising 
for our monthly newsletters.  
 

Advertising rates per issue are as follows: 
Business card size - $ 6.00 (3 3/4"w x 2 1/4"l) 
1/4 page - $ 10.00 (3 3/4"w x 4 3/4"l) 
1/2 page - $ 18.00 (7 3/4"w x 4 3/4"l  or  3 3/4"w 
x 9 3/4"l) 
Full page - $ 30.00 (7 3/4"w x 9 3/4"l) 
 
If paid in advance for FIVE ISSUES, THE 
SIXTH ISSUE IS FREE! 

 

 



gion family working together 
as the Legion and the S.A.L. 
both donate funds to help the 
Auxiliary make this project 
happen. 
 

And, of course, the Christmas 
season would not be complete 
without our annual Holiday 
Food Basket project for Veter-
an families who need a little 
help at Christmas. Watch for 
pictures from both of these 
holiday projects in the next 
newsletter. 
 

After the first of the year, we’ll 
be working on our American-
ism Essay contest and our 
Poppy poster contest with the 
elementary schools and, of 
course, interviewing high 
school junior girls for the 2020 
Girls State program. 
 
We hope to see all of our 
members at the Legion Family 
Christmas party on 12/20 and 
hope everyone has a wonder-
ful holiday season. 

2020 Membership  
Our 2020 membership drive is 
off to a good start; to date, we 
have received sixteen renew-
als AND we’ve welcomed two 
new members, Brenda Brown 
and Madelda Thompson.     
Senior dues are $36 and Jun-
ior dues are $12. Please bring 
your check to the Unit meet-
ing, mail your check to the 
Unit at PO Box 2246, Golden-
rod, FL 32733-2246, or pay on
-line by logging in to your ac-
count:  
https://members.legion-aux.org   
 

Remember, while your mem-
bership runs the calendar 
year, we want to get your 2020 
membership card to you be-
fore 12/31 so that you’re able 
to enter any American Legion 
Post home anywhere in the 
world beginning January 1st. If 
you don’t know whether or not 
you’ve paid for 2020, please 
call Nell at 321.303.7445. 
 

And, if you know of a friend or 
family member who is a Veter-
an, please remind them to join 
the Legion so that their spouse 
(male or female) can join the 
Auxiliary. 
 

Upcoming Projects 
We are so excited about our 
project to help homeless fe-
male Veterans! In October we 
received notification that the 
Department of Florida Auxilia-
ry, in conjunction with The 
American Legion will be col-
lecting new items for our 
homeless female Veterans at 
the Fall Conference in early 
November. We spread the 
word to not just the Winter 

Park Legion family, but also to 
the membership in Oviedo 
Post 243. Through the efforts 
of our Post, our S.A.L. Squad-
ron, Post 243, and our own 
members, we have received 
$1000 in donations that we will 
use to purchase items for this 
project. We want to also thank 
those Legion Family members 
who took the time to purchase 
items on the list and drop them 
off at the Post. This is our Le-
gion Family truly working to-
gether to support our Veter-
ans. We’ll have pictures in the 
next newsletter of the items 
we were able to deliver to the 
Fall Conference as the dead-
line for this newsletter will 
have passed before our shop-
ping is complete. 
 

Another project that we just 
completed was our support of 
the Scholastic Book project for 
teachers. Teachers can obtain 
one book per month for each 
student in their classroom for 
$10 per student. Our Unit vot-
ed to fund one classroom this 
year. If we can raise additional 
funds, we should be able to 
support additional classrooms 
for the 2020-2021 school year. 
 
We are also looking forward to 
our annual Thanksgiving East-
brook Elementary fill-the-
backpack project. In November 
we’ll be shopping for all the 
traditional Thanksgiving dinner 
non-perishable food items that 
families with students in the 
free or reduced lunch program 
receive each week in their 
backpacks. This is another ex-
ample of our Winter Park Le-

Our Happenin’ Auxiliary—Nell Colbert 
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As always, we welcome new 
ladies who would like to ac-
tively support our military, 
our youth and our communi-
ty through our community 
service projects. To become 
involved, please call us at 
321.578.8612.  
 

Check out our Facebook 
page at: 
https://www.facebook.com/
ALA112FL 
or our website at: 
 www.AmLegionAux112FL.com 
to see what we’ve been doing. 
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lated active duty designees; 
 Retirees from the armed forces who are eli-
gible to receive retired pay but are not other-
wise eligible for interment; 
 Veterans who have served a minimum of 
two years on active duty and who have served 
in combat; and 
Veterans without combat service who also 
served out of uniform as a government official 
and made significant contributions to the na-
tion's security at the highest levels of public ser-
vice. 
Additionally, the proposed revisions at ANC will 
not affect veterans' burial benefits or veteran 
eligibility at the Department of Veterans Affairs 
national cemeteries and state veterans' ceme-
teries.  The next step to implement the pro-
posed rule is notice and public comment in ac-
cordance with the Administrative Procedures 
Act. The ANC expects the clearance process to 
take a minimum of nine months to make public 
in the Federal Register for citizens to comment. 
 
VA, Partners Offer Flu Shot: Veterans en-
rolled in VA and in need of a flu shot can re-
ceive it for free at their nearest VA health care 
facility or at their local Walgreens. The Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, VA, and 
doctors suggest all individuals get their flu shot 
during the fall. This is particularly true for indi-
viduals over the age of 65, pregnant women, 
caregivers of infants or family members with 
health problems, health care employees, and 
people with heart problems and other chronic 
illnesses or conditions. 
 
MIA Update: The Defense POW/MIA Account-
ing Agency announced six new identifications of 
missing and unaccounted-for from WWII and 
the Korean War. Four Marine Corps Veterans 
and Two Army Veterans.   
     
                                 Continued on Page 7 
 

Proposed Changes to Eligibility Criteria for 
Burial at Arlington National Cemetery  
Acting Secretary of the Army Ryan D. McCarthy 
has recently announced proposed changes to 
eligibility criteria for burial at Arlington National 
Cemetery (ANC) that will include military retir-
ees for above-ground inurnment. The FY2019 
National Defense Authorization Act directed the 
Secretary of the Army to establish revised eligi-
bility criteria to keep the cemetery functioning 
as an active burial ground "well into the future" - 
defined as 150 years. The Army will now begin 
the federal government's public rulemaking pro-
cess, which includes soliciting public feedback 
to the proposed changes.   "Arlington National 
Cemetery is a national shrine for all Americans, 
but especially those who have served our great 
nation," said McCarthy. "We must ensure it can 
honor those we have lost for many years to 
come."  In addition to directing ANC to preserve 
1,000 gravesites for current and future Medal of 
Honor recipients, the Acting Secretary pro-
posed revised eligibility criteria for those who 
honorably served our nation, as broadly out-
lined below: 
 
For below-ground interment:  
 Killed in Action, to include repatriated re-
mains of service members; 
 Recipients of the Silver Star and above who 
also served in combat; 
 Recipients of the Purple Heart; 
 Combat-related service deaths while con-
ducting uniquely military activities; 
 Former Prisoners of War; 
 Presidents and Vice Presidents of the Unit-
ed States; and 
Veterans with combat service who also served 
out of uniform as a government official and 
made significant contributions to the nation's 
security at the highest levels of public service. 
 
For above-ground inurnment:  
 World War II-era veterans, to include legis-



lowest rating it has held for the 
previous 20 years. The only 
exception is if the VA can prove 
fraud.  Measure the 20-year 
period of 38 CFR 3.951(b) from 
the earliest effective date of the 
combined or individual evalua-
tions.  100% rule: The VA 
must prove your medical situa-
tion has materially improved 
and as a result, you are able to 
perform substantial work.   
 
Happy Veterans Day; remem-
ber those who cannot cele-
brate with us.  Thank you for 
your Service to our Country. 

Continued from Page 6 
 
VA Disability Ratings 
 Certain VA disability benefits 
are considered Protected Rat-
ings, according to the VA. This 
is where it helps to be able to 
find and read the appropriate 
regulations or find an expert 
who can help you through the 
task. Protection is covered Un-
der 38 CFR 3.951 and 38 CFR 
3.952.  The present rules are:  
  5-year rule: If the rating has 
been in effect for 5 years, it 
cannot be reduced unless your 

condition has improved on a 
sustained basis (The VA must 
have documentation supporting 
this is a permanent improve-
ment).  10-year rule: A ser-
vice-connected disability rating 
cannot be terminated if it has 
been in effect for 10 years. 
Compensation can be reduced 
if evidence exists that the con-
dition has improved. The sole 
exception is if the VA can prove 
fraud, in which case the VA can 
terminate the benefits.  20-
year rule: If the rating has 
been in effect for 20 years, it 
cannot be reduced below the 

Notes from Our Service Officer–Cont’d from Page 6 
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2020 Post Oratorical Contest 
We haven’t done the Oratorical Contest in a couple of years and it is time to do it again!  The con-
test is open to ANY High School student who wishes to participate and the winner at the Post will go 
on to the District contest. That winner goes on to the State (Department) contest.  The winner at 
State will go to the Legion National contest.  Our competition will be at the January meeting 
(1/14/2020) and the District competition will be in late January to mid-February, date TBA.   
 

There are monetary awards for the winners at each level so it would be worth the time to prepare 
and win!   Debate Teams are ideal candidates.  
 

We are inviting the Boys State and Girls State candidates to participate, but they are seniors this 
year and will have a lot on their plate just being seniors.  So, we want some of the 
younger students to participate as well.  These participants who are Juniors will 
also get a chance to learn about the Boys State and Girls State programs, too.  
 

Please plan to attend the January 2020 Post meeting to support our Oratorical 
Contest candidates and help us judge their speeches. 
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From the desk of the SAL Squadron Commander: 
 
Autumn is upon us which means a couple of things - milder weather and Fall Conference.  Your 
Sons Squadron will be well represented as we gather at the Renaissance Sea World November 1-3 
with the other members of our Legion Family.  I have it on good authority that one of our members 
will be receiving an award at this event...stay tuned. 
 
The new, improved, retooled Saturday Breakfast will debut on Saturday, November 30 from 8-11 am 
at the Post.  We are looking for additional volunteers to assist in setup, serving, busing tables and 
assisting the chef du jour.  If you can spare an hour to swing in and help, please let me know. 
 
Wishing you all the best for the holidays and the year to come! 
 
For God & Country, 
Jim Carten 
architectjim3@yahoo.com 

It’s PARTY Time! (and Santa’s Coming) 
It’s time for the annual Legion Family Christmas Party! This year, we’ll 
be gathering again at Perkins Restaurant on University Blvd. at Forsyth 
Road beginning at 6pm on Friday, December 20th. 
 
As last year, we will have an OPTIONAL gift exchange. If you want to participate, 
please bring a wrapped gift costing about $15. Your gift should be appropriate for 
either a man or woman. When you arrive, you will exchange your gift for a ticket. 
Tickets will be drawn from a bowl and you’ll be able to select any gift on the gift ta-

ble. 
 
Our holiday parties are always fun because this is a time for us to get to know each other better out-
side of meeting nights. 
 
It’s vital that you let our Adjutant, Bob Colbert, know if you will attend and how many 
will be in your party as we need to give the restaurant a head count by Wednesday, 
December 18th. Please call or text Bob at 407-619-9611 or email bcolbert@usa.net. 
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Everyone has had doors open and closed during their lives. Have you ever wondered why you did 
not become what you wanted to be?  God has HIS will in our lives not our will, just as in JOB 8:20 
Behold, God will not cast away a perfect man, neither will he help the evil doers: Growing up, 
how many of us had our parents tell us to complete a task and we did not.  Was the punishment 
yielded by your parents just or not? Ultimately, whose will won out?  God has been in control, how-
ever we, as humans, assume we are in charge. 
 
There have been obstacles that have changed the road God tried to steer you on:  Your self will, in-
fluence of other people, ignorance of God’s principle, willful known sin in our life, and finally self-
doubt.  In John 5:30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is 
just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. How 
many times have you listened to other individuals and they led you in the wrong direction which cre-
ated hardships for you? Have you been afraid of a promotion or taking on a committee in the Post 
because of self-doubt?   
 
We as humans have FEARS: fear of what God may require, fear of failure, fear of death, and finally 
fear of criticism.  These fears have increased over the years as we have become culturally sensitive.  
Afraid to take the right path because it goes against society.  Deu. 31:6 Be strong and of good 
courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them; for the LORD thy God he it is that doth go with thee; 
he will NOT fail thee, nor forsake thee.  It is up to us to have the courage to follow the LORD our 
GOD in all things.  Release the fears of what you think God is requiring, failure is never an option; 
we must walk boldly in this world against all evil.  Everyday there is bad news, but GOD gave us 
THE GOOD NEWS that he will protect us; the only thing we must do is BELIEVE in HIM and accept 
his will instead of resisting the will of GOD. 
 
Prayer:  Dear God please be with us during our daily lives by allowing us to follow the doors 
you have opened.  Take the obstacles from us so that we may follow you and your will in our 
lives. Finally take the fears from us moment to moment and let us realize you are the ONE 
and ONLY GOD and all things are to the glory of GOD.  Be with our comrades during their tri-
als and tribulations whether it is physical or psychological and protect those individuals who 
are protecting us today the first responders as well as our service personnel and their fami-
lies.  Give them the peace of understanding.  This we pray as you have taught us in Psalms 
23. AMEN 
 
FOR GOD and COUNTRY, 
BILLY DOVER JR., CHAPLAIN 
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Happy Birthday to YOU! 
 Happy Birthday to YOU! 

Happy Birthday to you! 
Happy Birthday dear ____. 
Happy Birthday to YOU! 
 
November December 

 

1  Mar n, Amy 

2  Kuhn, Sco  

3  Stanich, Bonnie 

3  Train, Lawrence 

4  Camerer, Christopher 

4  LeFevre, LeFevre 

12  Brizendine, Linda 

16  Doyle, Mary 

16  Middour, Larry 

19  Shannon, dyke 

21  Hosien, Sham 

25  Incao, Dominick 

26  Day, Robert 

27  Saul, David 

30  Brooks, Chris an 

5  Coleman, Robert 

7  Gagne, Ron 

7  Sanabria, Ambrosio 

8  Brown, Sharon 

9  Berrios, Marge 

11  Be s, Earl 

12  Long, Donald 

16  Lord, John 

19  Carten, James 

30  Berrios, Theresa 

30  DiMario, Joseph 
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CALENDAR 
November 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 

3 Fall Legion Family Conference 

5 S A L Meeting - 7 PM 

11 Veterans Day 

12 Post Executive Board - 6 PM 

12 Post General Meeting - 7 PM - Post Everlasting Ceremony 

19 Auxiliary Unit Meeting - 7 PM 

28 Thanksgiving 

30 Breakfast at the Post - 8 AM - 11 AM 

3 S A L Meeting - 7 PM 

7 District Meeting - Post 331 - 9 AM 

10 Post Executive Board - 6 PM 

10 Post General Meeting - 7 PM - Speaker—Newcomer Funeral Home 

17 Auxiliary Unit Meeting - 7 PM 

20 Post Family Christmas Party - 6 PM at Perkins (See newsletter) 

25 Christmas 

31 New Year's Eve 


