
 
Winter Park Memorial Post 112 

4490 North Goldenrod Road 
Winter Park, FL 32792 
www.wpflpost112.org 

407.671.6404 

Greetings fellow Legionnaires of Post 112: 
 

I hope everyone has had a healthy start to 2026.  
Please reach out to our Chaplain if you are in need 
of assistance.  Chaplain Dover makes many visits 
to hospitals and ill Veterans.  
 

We still need to schedule a Flag Retirement Cere-
mony, so stay tuned for information and date on 
that.  Along with that, we need to get a plan of 
events put together for the remaining of the year to 
prevent last minute issues.  If any member would 
like to have a certain ceremony at the Post and 
would want to chair that event, please let us know.  
We have a great facility and need to use it more.  
At our May meeting we will be conducting our An-
nual Post Everlasting Ceremony, so please join us 
to remember those members that we have lost to 
the Supreme Commander.   
 

Our annual Boys/Girls State candidates will be at-
tending the orientation for their upcoming trips to 
the Capital.  Thank you for Adjutant Colbert and 
Judge Advocate David Shields for orchestrating all 
that is involved with this experience for the boys. 
Our Auxiliary handled all the arrangements for their 
Girls Staters.  
 

Elections will be coming in May so keep that 
thought if you wish to hold a position at the Post. All 
positions are open, but as I have stated I will con-
tinue on as the Second Vice Commander.  We do 
many good things during the year and always use 
assistance in one way or another.  
 

Talk to other Veterans about us, the Legion is go-
ing strong.  “Anyone who has served honorably in 
the US Armed Forces since December 7, 1941 are 
now eligible to join, including Active Duty” so bring 
them to a meeting and check out our awesome 
Post.   
 

Until next time, take care and God Bless. 
For God and Country, Jim Middlekauff 
Commander, Post 112 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

To continue  
getting Post 112  

family emails, please 
send your correct 
email address to 

Bob Colbert  
(bcolbert@usa.net) 

ASAP 
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Post 112 has 90 paid members for 90%. I am Hoping for another 100% year. 
 

Here’s important information from our Department website: 
 

Eligibility 
The American Legion is the nation’s largest, most influential, effective and dependable advocate of 
veteran affairs. Since 1919, Legionnaires have fought for the rights of servicemen and women. To-
day we stand 2.7 million members Nationwide, and have over 130,000 Legionnaires from The De-
partment of Florida. 
 

If you have served honorably during any eligible war eras or are on active duty today, serving honor-
ably, become a member of  Winter Park Memorial Post 112, The American Legion, Department of 
Florida! 
 

Eligibility Information 
If you have served federal active duty in the United States Armed Forces since December 7, 1941, 
and have been honorably discharged or are still serving – you are eligible for membership in The 
American Legion! 
 

*Because eligibility dates remain open, all active duty members of the U.S. Armed Forces are eligi-
ble to join The American Legion at this time, until the date of the end of hostilities as determined by 
the government of the United States. 
 

**U.S. Merchant Marine eligible only from December 7, 1941 to December 31, 1946 (WWII). 
 

We’re veterans just like you who care about America, veterans and their families and our nation ’s 
youth. The Legion is a powerful voice in Washington dedicated to preserving the rights we ’ve all 
earned – and were promised – by our service to the nation we love. 

AMERICANISM—Ted Costello 
April is when Posts start preparing for awards in ROTC, School Awards, Boys State and Scout-
ing.  We physically go to the schools to award the Medals and certificates to the deserving recipi-
ents. Our Post works the programs, Get Involved! 
 

A question was asked at our last Post meeting regarding the return POW/MIA 
remains. If you are Interested visit; Defense POW/MIA Accounting  Agency and  
find what you are interested in. 
 

Ted Costello, 1st Vice Commander 



try to collect this information this month (the re-
port is due by June 1st). I will have an article in 
the next issue detailing the type of information 
that we need to be able to submit and how to 
submit it.  
 
We are always looking for suggested activities 
at the Post. And, to go along with that, we 
would need someone to CHAMPION those ac-
tivities.  Ideas are always great and we love 
them, so don’t be shy. Would you like to have a 
Fourth of July celebration at the Post? We 
would need a volunteer to help set it up, plan 
the activities and even help to arrange food if it 
were to be something like a picnic. That’s just 
one possible activity that would need a champi-
on. I would also suggest Memorial Day but that 
is short notice to really try to organize and 
PROMOTE something. Your present officer 
staff is already booked up with maintaining the 
Post, grounds, paperwork and finances. Since 
COVID and the construction of the apartments 
behind the building, we lost a lot of people who 
found other things to do while access to the 
Post was limited. It’s time to rebuild the activi-
ties. 
 

Let’s start the 2026-2027 year off 
right! 
 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

START YOUR ENGINES!  
 
The Post will be holding elections at the May 12th 
meeting. Our Commander, Jim Middlekauff, has 
asked to be relieved due to health issues. He has 
offered to continue as the 2nd Vice Commander, 
so he is not leaving the Post. He has advised us 
that he will be available to assist the incoming 
Commander with the position. The other officers 
have offered to continue in their present posi-
tions. Under normal conditions, nominations 
would be considered at the April meeting, but 
there were no candidates. We will, therefore, ac-
cept nominations until the May 12th meeting.  
 
Attendance at the meetings has increased, and 
everyone is invited to attend in person. If driving 
to the Posts creates a problem, members are en-
couraged to participate online over ZOOM. For 
those who make the drive, we offer coffee and 
cold water, AND in the months of a “military ser-
vice birthday” even CAKE to celebrate, courtesy 
of OUR Auxiliary Unit. If I am not mistaken, that is 
about 8 out of 12 months where cake will be 
served. As you know, we don’t have a massive 
kitchen, so food preparation is difficult.  
 
As you can see elsewhere in the newsletter, our 
Boys State and Girls State delegates and alter-
nates are all going to Tallahassee in June. Be 
sure to check out those articles. The candidates 
will be returning to the Post in August to give us a 
recap of their experiences.  
 
As your Adjutant, I am finishing up the Annual 
Report to the Department of Florida. I found one 
area where EVERYONE can help show Post ac-
tivity. VOLUNTEER SERVICE HOURS and 
BLOOD DRIVES are two areas that are reported 
to the Department and National. The importance 
of this information is that it shows CONGRESS 
that the veterans are doing more for their country 
even after we have served. Since it is too late to 

Notes From the Adjutant’s Desk 
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and received by the 15th of the month preced-
ing publication. 
 
 

COPY DEADLINES: 
Jan-Feb issue—10December 
Mar-April issue—15February 
May-June issue—15April 
July-August issue—15June 
September-October issue—15August 
November-December issue—15October  
 
 

QUESTIONS—Contact the editor at 
321.303.7445 or email necolbert@usa.net 

Would your business like to advertise in our 
Post newsletter? This newsletter, with distribu-
tion via email and USPS to over 200 members 
and organizations, is now accepting advertising 
for our monthly newsletters.  
 

Advertising rates per issue are as follows: 
1/4 page - $ 15.00 (3 3/4"w x 4 3/4"l) 
1/2 page - $ 25.00 (7 3/4"w x 4 3/4"l  or  3 3/4"w 
x 9 3/4"l) 
Full page - $ 40.00 (7 3/4"w x 9 3/4"l) 
 

Copy MUST be emailed to the editor as a jpg or 
PDF file and payment MUST be mailed to Post 
112 at PO Box 910, Goldenrod, FL 32733-0910 

 

 



Essay contest. We judged 
the essays received during 
our February meeting and 
sent our winner to Depart-
ment for the state contest. 
The winning student will re-
ceive an Americanism Essay 
medal and certificate during 
the school’s 5th grade gradu-
ation program in late May. 

• We will be presenting Scho-
lastic Achievement medals 
and certificates to two out-
standing students at Brook-
shire, Dommerich, East-
brook, Lakemont, and Rain-
bow Elementary Schools at 
the end of May. 

• We have been well repre-
sented at all four 6th District 
meetings held this year as 
well as having members at-
tend the Department’s Work-
shop, Fall Conference, and 
Annual Convention. 

 

As you can see, we’ve been very 
active this year and we would 
love to see more of our members 
participate. Just contact Marge, 
Terry, Debi, or Nell for infor-
mation on how to get involved. 

As we come to a close of our 
2025-2026 program year, our 
Unit has a lot to be proud of as 
we accomplished more this year 
than ever before. 
• Our Unit grew to 35 members 

and more than met our 100% 
membership goal. 

• We filed all our Program Year
-End reports before 4/1/26. 
You can find our reports on 
our website at: www.https://
amlegionaux112fl.com/ under 
the “Annual Reports” tab. 

• We applied for, and received, 
a $2500 grant from the Amer-
ican Legion Auxiliary National 
Foundation to support the 
Central Florida Chapter of 
the Military Officers Associa-
tion of America in their Crea-
tive Arts programs. 

• We applied for, and received, 
a $1000 grant from the Or-
ange County East Rotary 
Foundation to support our 
Girls State program and our 
school medals program. 

• Members enjoyed meeting 
the National Legion Com-
mander when he visited Post 
112 in January. 

• We provided birthday cakes 
for our Post’s meetings every 
month in which the birthday 
of a military branch falls. 

• We supported the Post’s Le-
gion Birthday open house by 
bringing 3 dozen donuts for 
breakfast. 

• We assisted the Post 112 
Giving Tree efforts by helping 
with the shopping for their 
Veteran families. 

• We donated three $100 holi-
day food and staples boxes 

for the Lake Baldwin Giving 
Tree program families for 
their Christmas dinner . 

• The Eastbrook Elementary 
backpack program received 
all the non-perishable food 
items for 15 families in need 
for a complete Thanksgiving 
dinner. 

• We manned an information 
table at Eastbrook’s Veter-
an’s Day breakfast and pro-
gram where we answered 
questions about the Legion 
family as well as giving each 
Veteran who attended a Pop-
py and a small American flag 
as a thank you for their ser-
vice. 

• We established a new 
“Tushies and Toes” program 
this year that provided socks 
and underwear for the clinic 
at Eastbrook for students in 
need. We plan to do this pro-
gram again in the fall. 

• We purchased wreaths for 
the Wreaths Across America 
celebration at Pineywood 
Cemetery in December and 
members participated in lay-
ing wreaths on Veteran 
graves after the program. 

• We interviewed seven out-
standing young ladies for 
Girls State so we could send 
two delegates and two alter-
nates to Tallahassee this 
summer. 

• We distributed Poppies for 
Veterans Day and are hoping 
to have a booth for Memorial 
Day. 

• We asked five elementary 
schools to submit American-
ism essays for the National 

Our REDDY Auxiliary—Nell Colbert 
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We welcome all Veteran spous-
es along with the mothers, sis-
ters, grandmothers and grand-
daughters of Veterans who 
would like to actively support 
our military, our youth and our 
community through our commu-
nity service projects. To become 
involved, please call Nell at 
321.303.7445.  
 

Check out our Facebook page 
at: 
https://www.facebook.com/ALA112FL 

or our website at: 
www.AmLegionAux112FL.com  

http://www.AmLegionAux112FL.com
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mary care, specialty visits, and approved communi-
ty care.  Veterans can access these services by 
contacting their local VA medical center or VA trans-
portation office. Transportation may be provided 
through volunteer drivers, contracted services, or 
rideshare.   
 

Currently, in limited situations, VA may pay a por-
tion of a beneficiary’s monetary benefits directly to 
the beneficiary’s dependent, referred to as an ap-
portionment. VA has implemented a new ruling that 
will limit the circumstances in which compensation, 
pension, and dependency and indemnity compen-
sation (DIC) benefits are apportioned and will stop 
making need-based apportionments going forward.  
This change serves to avoid conflicts with awards 
granted by state family courts. State family courts 
are usually more familiar with family circumstances 
and therefore better suited to make decisions re-
garding financial matters.  An apportionment is 
when VA pays a portion of monetary benefits directly 
to dependents, rather than to the Veteran or beneficiary. 
 

The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency announced 
no new identifications or burial updates. 

Disability Benefits Questionnaire (DBQ) scams con-
tinue to target veterans seeking disability compen-
sation.  While DBQs allow submission of private 
medical evidence, some companies charge high 
fees and falsely promise favorable outcomes.  Free 
compensation and pension exams are provided 
when needed through VA or contracted providers. 
To avoid fraud, veterans should verify exam re-
quests directly with VA and avoid paying for ques-
tionable services.  Trusted, accredited representa-
tives can help navigate the claims process safely.  
The American Legion, Disabled Veterans. VFW and 
others offer free, accredited assistance to file and 
manage claims. Only use an accredited representa-
tive.  
 

Transportation Service, VetRide and partnerships 
coordinated through VA medical facilities. These 
programs are designed to reduce missed appoint-
ments and improve access to care for veterans who 
face transportation challenges due to age, disability, 
distance, or limited local transit options. Transporta-
tion assistance is available for eligible veterans trav-
eling to VA health care appointments, including pri-

SCHOOL MEDALS—Bob Colbert 
Our school medals will be presented toward the end of May except for our 
ROTC medals. They will be presented by the time that you see this article 
as they are done in April. Commander Jim Middlekauff presented the UCF 
Army ROTC medals, and Bob Colbert presented the Lake Howell High 
School NJROTC medals.  
 
An email will go out to the membership with the dates and times of the ele-
mentary schools that will receive medals that need presenters. A couple of 
the schools already have presenters from last year, but we still have a 
couple more schools for which presenters are needed.  
 
Presentations are done in the mornings, so you will not be tied up for the 
whole day. We are trying to spread out the load this year and have a pre-
senter only doing one school. However, you can ask for more than one 
school if you wish. You can email me or text/voicemail me at 407-212-
7262. That is a text and voicemail number, so it doesn’t matter the time of 
day that you respond.  
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The Chaplain’s Prayers : Billy Dover 
We are going to discuss David, who wrote most of the Psalms.  Da-
vid’s life was not always easy, but he did what we all should: he 
prayed and journaled.   
 
Psalms 3: 
O LORD, I have so many enemies; so many are against me. 
So many are saying, “God will never rescue him! 
But you, O LORD, are a shield around me; you are my glory, the 
one who holds my head high. 

I cried out to the LORD, and he answered me from his holy mountain. 
I lay down and slept, yet I woke up in safety, for the LORD was watching over 
me. 
I am not afraid of ten thousand enemies who surround me on every side. 
Arise, O LORD! Rescue me, my God! Slap all my enemies in the face! Shatter 
the teeth of the wicked! 
Victory comes from you, O LORD.  May you bless your people. 
 
We all have enemies who are against each of us.  The enemy does not have to be 
human; it can be a disease or financial troubles. You may think God is not helping 
you, but if you have faith, just as David did, you will see his wonderful works. God will 
protect you by covering you with his grace.  You have to call on the LORD and ask for 
HIS help in good times and in bad.  Just as the children’s nighttime prayer: Now I lay 
me down to sleep, I pray the LORD my soul to keep, If I shall die before I wake, I 
pray the LORD my soul to take.  Be bold and let the LORD rescue you, no matter 
what kind of enemy you are dealing with.  We will have victory in the LORD in all 
things, but it begins with you having faith in the LORD. 
 
Let’s pray: Dear Lord, we ask that you protect us from all our enemies at all times.  
We especially ask for your protection for our country and all of our service personnel, 
especially their families.  Protect our first responders and their 
families.  We ask you to cover us with each moment of your lives, 
in the good times and bad times.   
 
This we ask in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
AMEN. 
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Son’s of the of the Legion: Jim Carten 
As we approach summer, we need to remember that May is much more than Memori-
al Day.  For our Legion family and the whole military community, May is National Mili-
tary Appreciation Month. The main theme centers on Honor and Remembrance, fo-
cusing on the sacrifices of service members and their families. 
 
Key Military & Veteran Observances 

Loyalty Day (May 1): A day set aside for the reaffirmation of loyalty to the United 
States and for the recognition of the heritage of American freedom. 

Silver Star Service Banner Day (May 1): Officially recognizes the sacrifices of the 
combat wounded and ill. 

Victory in Europe (VE) Day (May 8): Commemorates the formal acceptance by the 
Allies of World War II of Nazi Germany's unconditional surrender. 

Military Spouse Appreciation Day (Friday before Mother’s Day): A day to 
acknowledge the significant contributions, support, and sacrifices of military 
spouses. 

Armed Forces Day (Third Saturday in May): A single holiday for citizens to come 
together and thank military members for their patriotic service in support of the 
country. 

National Poppy Day (Friday before Memorial Day): The Legion encourages wear-
ing a red poppy to honor fallen service members and support the living. 

 
Memorial Day (Last Monday in May): A solemn day of remembrance for those who 
have died in military service to the United States. 
 
Be the One to support those who serve, honor those who have served, and remem-
ber those who gave all. 
 

For God and Country, 
Commander Jimbo 
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BOYS STATE—Bob Colbert 
I have some good news! All our candidates have been 
placed. Of course, our four Delegates were guaranteed 
spots, but all three of our Alternates have been picked up 
by other Posts. Two Posts inside the 6th District and one 
Post in the 12th District. So, all seven of the candidates will 
be attending the 2026 Boys State activity.  
 
They all must attend the Orientation and all but one will 
have met at Post 286 on April 25th and the other candidate 
will be going to Lady Lake on May 17th. Orientation is an 
absolute requirement for the youth to participate in Boys 
State.  

 
The youth will be returning to the Post in August to give us 
a brief description of their experiences, so be sure to at-
tend the August meeting to show your support.  
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Happy Birthday to YOU! 
 

 

Happy Birthday to YOU! 
Happy Birthday to you! 
Happy Birthday dear ____. 
Happy Birthday to YOU! 
 
MAY 

 

JUNE 

 
 
 

 

6 Caruso, Claudia  D  

6 Squires, Mark S  

6 Colbert, Landon B  

9 Piltz, Kerry   

15 Sexton, Caleb R  

15 Sexton, Chase M   

21 Finch, Glenn H  

23 Sprague, Arthur R Jr 

24 Colon, Alfonso   

6 Bruneau, George J  

7 Gagne, Mark T  

8 Colbert, Phil 

13 Council, James M Sr 

19 Santiago, Maria   

23 Mishoe, Floyd E  

5 Fleming, John F Jr 
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OFFICER’S DIRECTORY 
  

Commander: Jim Middlekauff 
407-977-0521-racenut478@aol.com 
 

Vice Commander: Ted Costello 
352-394-7719 -tcostello18@cfl.rr.com 
 

Adjutant: Bob Colbert 
407-619-9611-bcolbert@usa.net 
  

Finance Officer: Bob Colbert 
407-619-9611-bcolbert@usa.net 
  

Chaplain: Billy Dover 
407-383-9455-bgdjr@hotmail.com  
  

Sgt. At Arms: Ron Gagne 
407-657-7569 -RonGagne@embarqmail.com 
  

Judge Advocate: David G. Shields 
407-462-2716 -dgsh75@outlook.com 
 

Newsletter Editor: Nell Colbert  
321.303.7445 -necolbert@usa.net   

CALENDAR 

May Event 

4 Son's Meeting - 7 PM - ZOOM only 

5 Cinco de Mayo 

10 Mother's Day 

12 Post General meeting & Elections - 7 PM 

19 Auxiliary Unit meeting - 7 PM - ZOOM only 

25 Memorial Day 

  

June Event 

1 Son's Meeting - 7 PM - ZOOM only 

9 Post General meeting - 7 PM  

11-14 Department Convention - Lake Buena Vista 

14 Flag Day 

15 Newsletter articles due 

16 Auxiliary Unit meeting - 7 PM - ZOOM only 

21 Father's Day 
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