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This Post is a warm friendly Post. We are the only 
American Legion Post in the Winter Park area. 
Therefore, we have a perfect location to provide a 
service to veterans. 
 

There are three goals for the Post to accomplish. 
 

 #1goal – recruit and sustain our membership.   
 

#2 goal – complete the Constitution/By Laws up-
date. 
 

#3 goal – Post maintenance. 
 
How will we do all of this?   

Attend the Post meetings. Bring a friend who 
is a veteran. Let us know if you need a ride 
to the meeting. If you depend on someone to 
drive for you, bring them along.   

 

Attend the “other than meeting events.”  
Programs and events on Saturdays. Stay 
tuned…..Dates/times to be determined. 

  

Winter Park Celebration of Veterans is usual-
ly held at Hannibal Square Park in Novem-
ber. We will need members to man 2 tables 
at the this event, one for the Aux. and one 
for the Post.  The VFW band plays, there will 
be guest speakers, Honor Guards and Vet-
eran Resource Tables as well as veterans 
honored with a Quilt of Valor. 

 

Winter Park Christmas Parade.  We will need 
members to be a part of this, driving a truck 
or car, waving flags, throwing candy, walking 
with a banner or riding in a vehicle. Mark 
your calendars, December 5, 2026. 

 

Quilts of Valor will begin honoring veterans 
with a quilt that the Central Florida Quilts of 
Valor organization has made. This is a Na-
tional non-profit organization.  We plan to 
begin awarding quilts on a Saturday  “other 
than meeting” gathering. So be on the look-
out for gatherings at the Post, such as a cof-
fee and donuts day, game day, and any oth-
er ideas that you would like to have at the 
Post. Our first,    CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

To continue  
getting Post 112  

family emails, please 
send your correct 
email address to 

Bob Colbert  
(bcolbert@usa.net) 

ASAP 



 

Lake Baldwin where we will be active with 
comfort carts, tables of Veteran re-
sources and invitations to join our Post. 
To be announced for a time/date in Jan-
uary 2027. 

 

Meet with each Officer to identify the needs 
of the elected office.  It was a joy to 
speak with each Officer and learn about 
their position. 

 

With this in mind, I look forward to being your 
Post Commander with the guidance and 
assistance of your elected officers. This is your 
Post, together we can achieve much. 
 

In Service for Veterans, 
Leslie Beltz, Commander 
beltzwpd@gmail.com, (717) 813-7157 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
 

Vice, Ted Costello will be sending a survey 
along with the Dues Notices. 

 

History Department of UCF whose project is 
the Veterans History Project. UCF has the 
technology to record the interviews and 
they have the trained interviewers.  Inter-
views will be held at the Post also on a 
Saturday “other than meeting gather-
ing.”   

 

Meet with the Executive Committee to identify 
the needs to complete the update. In Pro-
gress 

 

Meet with contractors for estimates to com-
plete repairs identified. Repairs to begin 
September. 

COMMANDER’S MINUTE—Cont’d from Page 1 
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From Ted’s Table—Ted Costello 
Here we are starting a new year. Don’t get upset, but you will be seeing the reminders from National 
about the 2027 Dues starting very soon. This is to get all members paid by December 31, 2026. 
Technically, your membership runs the calendar year. You get an extra six months of membership 
as a new member if you join in July of the year before. The Legion does not have a way of “pro-
rating” membership, so whenever you pay for your membership, it expires on DEC 31 of the year 
that is printed on the card. Our voting strength (number of member votes at Convention) is based on 
our membership as of 30 April, so there is a reason to pay “early” and if we had a bar or lounge, only 
members with a current year membership card would be allowed to enter.  
 

If you have not created an ID on the National WEB site – https://MyLegion.org - You are missing out 
of some key features. Aside from the fact that you can check, update or add to your personal infor-
mation, you can also pay your dues, not just this year but for up to three years! This means that, if 
the dues go up for any reason, it will not affect the years that you have already paid. The Post is no-
tified of your payment, generally within 48 hours. If you have a “log in” you can print your new mem-
bership card immediately. Regardless, we will send you the card as well and an informational update 
about the goings on around the Post. AND you save the postage and “wait time” for the mail to ar-
rive.  You do not have to create an account on MyLegion.org if you only want to pay your dues. 
There is a button on the screen to “Renew Now.” 
 

As of 8/17/2026 we are at 50% for the 2026/2027 year.  I wish to thank our exec committee for mak-
ing membership an agenda item at the last meeting.  We need change to entice our younger veter-
ans and their families to carry on this organization and the programs that they support.  We have 
one of the best assets "Our Post Home" for families to enjoy.  Thanks 
 

mailto:beltzwpd@gmail.com
https://MyLegion.org
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We are off to a great start! With luck, the Post will be able to get back to our pre-Covid level of activity.  
 

Our new Commander, Leslie Beltz, is off to a wonderful start, and her enthusiasm is contagious! By the 
time that you see this newsletter, we will have already had two Executive Board meetings.  
 

You should have received (emailed) the member survey. If you are one of our members who does not 
have an email address, it is coming in the mail if you have not received it. Either way, if you did not re-
ceive it, then our information is not up to date, and we would like to correct it. And while we are talking 
about errors, if we did not recognize your birthday (not the year), it would be because it is not in our rec-
ords for whatever reason. Birthdays are special and need to be recognized. We want to do that, but if 
you haven’t seen your birthday recognized in the appropriate newsletter, we need to know. You can call 
the Adjutant and leave your name and birth date and month. If you get my voicemail, leave it there and I 
will make sure that we don’t miss you next time.  
 

We are planning a Flag Retirement Ceremony at the Post on September 26th. It will start at 10 AM and 
run at least until 2 PM. We have many flags to be retired and not all of them will be done on this date. We 
are planning some food, so we would like to know in advance if you plan to attend and how many people 
will be with you. Call the Post and leave word with your name and the number of people who will be with 
you by September 23rd so that we have time to prepare. At this time the Scout Troops will be participat-
ing as will our Sea Cadets, if possible.  
 

SAVE THE DATE!  If you have been trying to visit a Veterans Service Officer, here’s your chance. 
On October 31st, we will have one of the Orange County Veteran Service Officers at the Post. He will be 
there from 10 AM until 2 PM, and we are hoping to make this a monthly or quarterly event, depending on 
the need. He will be able to help with submitting paperwork as well as answering questions.  
 

Check out the WEB site for any changes and future dates. And speaking of the WEB site, we had one 
day in August where there were 1421 visitors! 
 

See you at the September meeting or at least online!  Don’t forget to VOTE on September 8th! Then stop 
by the Post. We will be there around 6 PM preparing for the meeting. And remember, September 18th 
is the birthday of the US Air Force, and our Auxiliary will be bringing a birthday cake for us to en-
joy after the meeting.  

Amazon Shoppers—Please Use This Link! 
Please help our awesome Auxiliary raise needed funds for their many projects supporting our Veter-
ans, Children and Youth, and our community. 
 

The National American Legion Auxiliary has partnered with SmilesAssociates and Amazon to allow 
Auxiliary Units to receive a commission on the purchases placed through Unit’s unique link to Ama-
zon. Please use the link below to access Amazon. Then just log in to your Amazon account as you 
normally would and place your Amazon orders. 
 

Always Begin Your Shopping Here: https://shop.smileassociate.com/alafl112  
 

Thanks for supporting our Auxiliary Unit. 

https://shop.smileassociate.com/alafl112


Boys State—Bob Colbert 
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The 2026 Boys State event is done! The young men 
are headed back to school, and we had our “after 
action” report from one of our delegates. Another 
delegate planned to attend the meeting in August 
but could not. And, for the first time ever, one of our 
delegates could not attend but the notice was too 
late for an alternate to fill in. All the alternates had 
already been placed and there were none left. The 
after-action reports from both the boys and girls 
were impressive, and it makes you feel good to 
know that these are the young people who will be 
running the state and country in the future. 
 

On another note, we will have a new Boys State Chair for 2027. David Shields, our Post Judge Ad-
vocate, has agreed to take the position for 2027. David is a “Boys Stater” from many years ago and 
strongly supports the program.  Of course, I will support David in any way possible including the con-
tact information that I have to ensure that the 2027 Boys State selection process is completed.  
 

Post-wise, you can help on the last Saturday in February (tentatively the date) when the Post goes 
through the actual selection process. We will be selecting four delegates and three alternates to at-
tend the 2027 Boys State program at that time and your help in judging which boys should attend out 
of the candidates that apply.  Candidates traditionally come from Winter Park High School, Trinity 
Prep, Lake Highland Prep and Lake Howell High School. Others may apply directly by contacting the 
chairperson. The candidates must have completed their Junior year by June 2027 and be going into 
their Senior year.  
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and received by the 15th of the month preced-
ing publication. 
 
 

COPY DEADLINES: 
Jan-Feb issue—10December 
Mar-April issue—15February 
May-June issue—15April 
July-August issue—15June 
September-October issue—15August 
November-December issue—15October  
 
 

QUESTIONS—Contact the editor at 
321.303.7445 or email necolbert@usa.net 

Would your business like to advertise in our 
Post newsletter? This newsletter, with distribu-
tion via email and USPS to over 200 members 
and organizations, is now accepting advertising 
for our monthly newsletters.  
 

Advertising rates per issue are as follows: 
1/4 page - $ 15.00 (3 3/4"w x 4 3/4"l) 
1/2 page - $ 25.00 (7 3/4"w x 4 3/4"l  or  3 3/4"w 
x 9 3/4"l) 
Full page - $ 40.00 (7 3/4"w x 9 3/4"l) 
 

Copy MUST be emailed to the editor as a jpg or 
PDF file and payment MUST be mailed to Post 
112 at PO Box 910, Goldenrod, FL 32733-0910 

 

 



well in July. 6th District Presi-
dent, Anita Hutchinson, installed 
Marge and Nell in person at the 
Post. Terry, Debi, and Maria 
were installed via Zoom. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Our August meeting held jointly 
with the Legion featured updates 
from our Girls State and Boys 
State delegates. 
 

2027 membership dues are now 
due. Please mail your check or 
pay online today at:  
https://www.legion-aux.org/  
We’d love to have all dues by 
9/30, please. Thanks to every-
one who has already renewed 
for 2027. 

As you learned 
at our July In-
stallation of 
Officers, our 
Department 
theme for this 
year is Mis-

sion Auxiliary Serving He-
roes—#MASH, hence the title of 
our newsletter articles this year 
will be M*A*S*H NOTES.  
 

Important learning opportunity for 
all Legion Family members is the 
6th District ABC School—
Auxiliary Basic Concepts – see 
the flyer on our Facebook page. 
 

Also on 9/26 is our Post’s initia-
tion of their brand new flag retire-
ment area beginning at 10am. 
Our Auxiliary members will have 
a part of this important ceremony 
so please attend.  
 

Another important date for our 
Auxiliary members is the fall 6th 
District Legion Family meeting 
that will be held at Post 63 in 
Winter Garden beginning at 9am 
on 9/12. This is where we will get 
an update on what took place at 
the National Conventions for the 
Legion Family, including a possi-
ble change in Auxiliary member-
ship eligibility requirements.  
 

Our new Post Commander, 
Leslie Beltz, is now a member of 
our Unit. Welcome aboard, 
Leslie! As you will read in the 

minutes from our August meet-
ing, Leslie has some super ideas 
for making our Legion family 
more visible in the Winter Park 
area that will help our Legion 
family grow its membership. 
 

Our Unit’s Tushies and Toes 
project that we kicked off last fall 
is underway. The school needs 
smaller sized underwear for both 
girls and boys along with larger 
sized socks for their older stu-
dents. Please bring your dona-
tions to the Post on 9/8 or bring 
them to the flag retirement cere-
mony on 9/26. We’ll be delivering 
our collection in early October. 
 

We also approved an Adopt a 
Teacher project for an Eastbrook 
teacher who needs school sup-
plies for students in need as well 
as healthy snacks for students 
who come to school hungry or 
who do not qualify for free or re-
duced school lunch. If you would 
like to make a donation to this 
project, please bring school sup-
plies to the Post on 9/8 or to the 
flag retirement on 9/26. Cash is 
also great! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Installation of Officers went 
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We welcome all Veteran spous-
es along with the mothers, sis-
ters, grandmothers and grand-
daughters of Veterans who 
would like to actively support 
our military, our youth and our 
community through our commu-
nity service projects. To become 
involved, please call Nell at 
321.303.7445.  
 

Check out our Facebook page 
at: 
https://www.facebook.com/ALA112FL 

or our website at: 
www.AmLegionAux112FL.com  

http://www.AmLegionAux112FL.com
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disability compensation by up to $57 billion over 
ten years and affect as many as 1.5 million vet-
erans. Current ratings would not be reduced; 
the changes apply to new claims and future re-
assessments. On July 16 the House rejected a 
motion to recommit that would have swapped 
the rating offsets for unobligated Department of 
War funds, failing 210 to 211 with three Repub-
licans joining every voting Democrat, and lead-
ership then pulled the bill before final passage.  
 
VA Secures Record Drug Price Reductions 
 
The Department of Veterans Affairs announced 
on August 13 that it has secured a record 
$10.44 billion in pharmaceutical price reduc-
tions so far in Fiscal Year 2026. The figure 
compares with $5.23 billion in FY2024 and 
$7.99 billion in FY2025, and reflects negotiated 
pricing on drugs purchased for the Veterans 
Health Administration rather than a discretion-
ary savings account. 
 
White House Announces Creation of Military 
Spouse Commission: President Donald 
Trump has signed an executive order establish-
ing the President’s Military Spouse Commission 
to advise and assist on policies that affect mili-
tary spouses and families. 

Star Act Stalls Over Funding Fight 
 
The Major Richard Star Act carries 315 House 
cosponsors on H.R. 2102 and 77 Senate co-
sponsors on S. 1032, and it still has not 
reached the President's desk. The bill would 
end the dollar-for-dollar offset that reduces mili-
tary retired pay for Chapter 61 medical retirees 
who also receive VA disability compensation. 
The Congressional Budget Office estimates that 
for the nearly 59,000 medically retired veterans 
receiving Combat-Related Special Compensa-
tion, the change would raise total compensation 
by an average of roughly $1,450 per month. 
 
The obstacle is the pay-for. CBO scores the 
Star Act at approximately $78 billion in direct 
spending over the 2026 through 2036 period, 
and congressional PAYGO rules require that 
cost to be offset. The vehicle chosen for it, the 
Take Care of America's Veterans Act (H.R. 
9237 and S. 4744), bundles more than 60 vet-
erans bills and funds the Star Act in part by re-
vising the VA rating schedule: tinnitus would 
lose its standalone compensable rating except 
when tied to otherwise non-compensable hear-
ing loss, and obstructive sleep apnea controlled 
by treatment would drop to a 0 to 10 percent 
rating. VA projects those changes would reduce 
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The Chaplain’s Prayers : Billy Dover 
Together as a Team: Courage, Faith, and Caring for One Another 
 

John 16:33 — “I have told you these things so that in Me you may have peace. You will have suffering in this 
world. Be courageous! I have conquered the world.” 
 

As I write this article, it is hard to believe that we are approaching the 25th anniversary of the September 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks against the United States. That tragic day forever changed our nation and reminded us 
that we live in a world where threats and uncertainty can arise both at home and abroad. 
 

The truth is, the world has experienced conflict ever since Adam and Eve first sinned. Throughout Scripture, 
we find stories of nations, tribes, families, and individuals struggling against one another. Yet, despite our dif-
ferences, we are all part of God's creation and are called to look beyond ourselves and care for one another. 
 

During challenging times, it is important to remain alert, prepared, and self-controlled. We have a responsibil-
ity to protect ourselves and our families, but we also have a responsibility to look after those around us. 
 

That is why we must come together as a TEAM—people who care for one another, grow together, and work 
toward a common goal. Recognizing and appreciating each person's unique qualities helps create a strong 
and cohesive team. Teamwork requires an attitude of partnership, respect for others, and a willingness to 
contribute. Most importantly, it requires trust. 
 

Trust allows us to rely on one another. It enables us to compensate for each other's weaknesses while build-
ing upon our individual strengths. When trust is present, people can work together as one unit, knowing that 
everyone is important and everyone has a role to play. 
 

As many of you know, we have a new Commander at the Post. My prayer is that we will put aside differences, 
come together, and work for the greater good of the Post and all of its members. The strength of any organi-
zation is found in its people, and we are stronger when we stand together. 
 

I am asking each member to reach out to another member and simply check on them. Make the call. Send 
the message. Ask how they are doing. This is especially important during hurricane season and periods of 
extreme heat, when some of our members may need assistance. 
 

If you or another member is sick, experiencing difficulty, or simply needs a helping hand, please let us know. 
You do not have to face a difficult situation alone. We are a team, and teams take care of their own. 
 

None of us is perfect. Scripture reminds us in Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God.” We all have weaknesses, make mistakes, and face struggles. But those imperfections should not di-
vide us. Instead, they should remind us of our need for grace, compassion, forgiveness, and one another. 
 

As we remember September 11 and all those who lost their lives, let us also remember the courage and unity 
that emerged from that tragedy. In the face of adversity, ordinary people came together to help their neigh-
bors, their communities, and their country. 
 

Today, we have an opportunity to do the same in our own Post and community. Let us be courageous. Let us 
be prepared. Let us look after one another. Let us trust one another. And above all, let us remember that eve-
ryone is important. 
 

The world may bring suffering and uncertainty, but we do not have to face it alone. As Jesus reminds us in 
John 16:33, “Be courageous! I have conquered the world.”  Together, we are stronger. Together, we can make a 
difference. Together, we are a TEAM. 
 

Let’s Pray:  
Our most gracious Heavenly Father, thank you for those who were and are willing to go in harm's way to protect our 
neighborhoods and our country against all evil.  We pray that you continue to encourage and guide us each moment of 
our lives.  Be with our service personnel, first responders, and our leaders from the top to the bottom.  Guide them in 
their decision-making so they may follow your way in each decision.  This we ask in the name of the FATHER, SON, and 
HOLY SPIRIT.  AMEN 



Americanism—Ted Costello 
Voting is part of the Americanism Program.  The 
American Legion encourages all Americans to 
register and to vote in all elections.  We are now 
in an election cycle to elect public officials whose 
decisions directly influence the lives and well-
being of all citizens.  Please exercise your right 
as a citizen and get out and vote. 
 

Another part of Americanism is Patriotism and 
respect for our Flag. According to the Flag Code 
when a flag passes by in a parade: 
 

• Removing Hats: All non-religious and non-
uniformed headwear should be taken off with 
your right hand  and held at your left shoul-
der, the hand being over the heart. 

• The Hand Salute: Civilians should place their 
right hand over their heart.  

• Uniformed Personnel: Veterans and active-
duty military personnel are encouraged to 
render the military salute instead of removing 
their hats.  

• Duration: You should stand at attention facing 
the flag until it has completely passed you. 

Son’s of the of the Legion: Jim Carten 
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and welcome new members to 
join our mission. Together, we 
can continue preserving the leg-
acy of our veterans while making 
a meaningful difference in the 
lives of others. Thank you to eve-
ryone who contributes their time, 
talent, and dedication to our 
squadron.  
 

For God and Country, 
Commander Jimbo 

The Sons of The American Le-
gion continues to make a positive 
impact in our community through 
service, volunteerism, and sup-
port for veterans and their fami-

lies. Our members proudly assist 
with Legion programs, communi-
ty events, and activities that hon-
or those who have served our 
nation.  These efforts reflect our 
commitment to the principles of 
patriotism, citizenship, and ser-
vice that are the foundation of 
The American Legion Family. 
 

As we move forward, we encour-
age all members to stay active 
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2026-2027 Post Program Chairs 
At the August meeting, the following people offered to serve in the following positions: 
 

Americanism   –  1
st
 Vice Commander Ted Costello 

Blood Donor    - 2
nd

 Vice Commander Middlekauff  
Boys State   - Judge Advocate David Shields 
Disaster Preparedness - Commander Leslie Beltz 
Civil Air Patrol  - Commander Leslie Beltz 
Law and Order  - Beth Phillips 
Oratorical   - Judge Advocate David Shields 
POW / MIA   - 1

st
 Vice Commander Ted Costello 

Religious Emphasis  - Chaplain Billy Dover 
School Medals  - Adjutant Bob Colbert 
Scouting   - Sgt at Arms Ron Gagne 
Sea Cadets   - Doug Evans 
Social Media   - Beth Phillips 
Women Veterans  - Chris Stout 
 

We still have the following Legion Programs that could use a chairperson or Champion: 
 

Baseball, Children & Youth, Employment, Historian, Legion Riders, ROTC/Shooting Sports and Spe-
cial Olympics.  
 

These are programs that the National American Legion as well as the Department of Florida support. 
Each Post selects which programs they are able to support. With the size of our Post, it is under-
stood that we could not support all their programs.  
 

Both National American Legion and the Department of Florida will provide guidance and suggestions 
on how to implement each of these programs, so you would not be alone in your efforts. Any costs 
would have to be borne by the Post, which can be handled through the Executive Board. No member 
will be asked to spend personal money on any of these programs.  
 

If you are interested in any more information about ANY of the above positions, please contact your 
Adjutant at 407-619-9611 by phone or text. If you reach my voice mail, PLEASE leave a message as 
I may be away from my phone or on another call. I will call you back! 

NO ONE FROM THIS AMERICAN LEGION POST 

FAMILY WILL EVER EMAIL, CALL, OR TEXT YOU 

TO PROVIDE MONEY OR GIFT CARDS OR ANY  

OTHER TYPE OF DONATION. IGNORE SUCH  

REQUESTS AND NOTIFY THE ADJUTANT  

IMMEDIATELY! 
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Happy Birthday to YOU! 
 

 

Happy Birthday to YOU! 
Happy Birthday to you! 
Happy Birthday dear ____. 
Happy Birthday to YOU! 
 

SEPTEMBER 

 

OCTOBER 

 

1 Shakes, Harry S  

5 Fairchild, Frank "Marty"   

6 Fox, Ira T  

14 Hawley, John H  

19 Shields, David G  

21 Pollack, Robert A  

22 Richardson, Franciso J  

23 Russell, Joanne W  

24 Reedy, Mercedez   

25 Costello, Christine   

27 Carten, Finnley J  

28 Gomes, Manny W  

29 Fish, Candice   

3 Saunders, Virginia   

8 Graham, George B  

9 Costello, Ted J  

10 Stout, Christina L  

14 Beltz, Leslie   

14 Buckley, John G Jr 

14 Hickman, Thomas   

19 Colbert, Ashton A  

21 Shannon, Deborah   

22 Hester, Jonathan D   

24 Colbert, Nell E  

27 Norton, Thomas J  

28 Coll, Nelson   
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OFFICER’S DIRECTORY 
  

Commander: Leslie Beltz 
717-813-7157—flpost112@gmail.com 
 

1st Vice Commander: Ted Costello 
352-394-7719—flpost112@gmail.com 
 

2nd Vice Commander: Jim Middlekauff 
407-739-4949—flpost112@gmail.com 
 

Adjutant & Finance Officer: Bob Colbert 
407-619-9611—flpost112@gmail.com 
  

Chaplain: Billy Dover 
407-383-9455—flpost112@gmail.com  
  

Sgt. At Arms: Ron Gagne 
407-657-7569—flpost112@gmail.com 
  

Judge Advocate: David G. Shields 
407-462-2716—flpost112@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Editor: Nell Colbert  
321.303.7445—flpost112@gmail.com   

CALENDAR 

 

Please see our website for additional dates 
and more detailed info about each event. 

SEPT Time Event 
1 2PM Executive Board meeting - Post & ZOOM 
7 - Labor Day 
8 7PM Post General meeting - Post & ZOOM 

11 - Patriot's Day 
12 9am 6th District Meeting - Legion Family at Post 63 
14 7PM Son's Squadron meeting - ZOOM 
15 7PM Auxiliary Unit meeting - ZOOM 
18 - Happy Birthday US Air Force 
26 10am Legion Family Flag Retirement Ceremony 

OCT Time Event 
5 7PM Son's Squadron meeting - ZOOM 

13 7PM Post General meeting - Post & ZOOM 
13 - Happy Birthday US Navy 
15 - Newsletter articles are due 
20 7PM Auxiliary Unit meeting - ZOOM 
31 10am - 2pm Veteran Service Officer at Post 112 
31 - Halloween 
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