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A membership survey was sent to members. Please respond so we know what
you would like to participate in. Could you make phone calls? Visit a member in
need? Let us know! Contact me directly or via the Post’s phone and email.

A group of our members have been enjoying breakfast on Tuesdays except on
the day of our meeting. They go to different restaurants and invite anyone who
wants to join them to contact me for further information. They also go to dinner
before the Tuesday Post meeting. So go to dinner and then come to the meeting!

| am so proud of your Executive Committee Members. They have worked
diligently on your behalf to provide our Post with a totally revised Constitution and
By-laws document. This document has been emailed and/or snail mailed to you.
The October meeting was the first meeting of the procedure to address the
document and voted to approve it. A repeat of the same will be at the November
meeting. Then at the January meeting the final vote will be taken.

In the meantime, the Post has been active. The contractors for the Post repairs
have been selected with work beginning this month. The American Heritage Girls
cleaned the Post Room for their Day of Service to the military and were given a
lunch, a flag, and an ornament. The Scouts performed an honorable ceremony
to retire and dispose of Flags. The Post hosted with lunch after the ceremony.
About 30 people attended along with the Scouts and the Sea Cadets.

On October 19" from 9-Noon, the Post hosted a table at Lake Baldwin VA
Medical Center. Members of the Post, our Auxiliary, and the Daughters of the
American Revolution gave out Information and a comfort cart of goodies strolled
through the clinics. Plan a day at Lake Baldwin and stop by to see your Post
members.

Much more is to come. Check out the SAVE-the-DATES and plan to join the
Post’s fun and active events. Need a ride?? Contact me and we'll arrange a ride
for you.

Do you go to the VA for medical care? Do you know if you have other veteran
benefits such as burial, dental insurance, or perhaps you were exposed to toxic
substances during your service? Find out by coming to the Post on Saturday,
October 31, Halloween, 10 — 3pm and visit with a Veteran Services Officer. You
just might find something for you!! Contact me if you are coming so we can
prepare refreshments.
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From Ted’s Table—Ted Costello

Membership as of today is 65 paid members at 65.9%. Let us all try to get new
members so we can continue to make this post greater. The next time you are out
somewhere, look around and see any veterans wearing ball caps, etc. and ask
them if they belong to a Veterans organization, if not invite them to one of our
meetings and let them see for themselves what we do, it works! In most instances
when asked why they don't belong to a Veterans organization, they usually reply
"because no one asked me". Thank you

2027 Legionmn Dues aare nmnow DWUIER
FPlease send yousr $45 check to
PO Bo>x 910, Goldenrodl, FL.L 32733

T O DAY Y
2N° VICE’S WORKSHOP — JIM MIDDLEKAUFF

Our local American Heritage Girls Troop came to our Post to help with some interior clean-up. Above are a
few pictures from their Day of Service.

Coming in the future, we have contractors coming to sand, seal, and repaint all the hand rails at the Post and
do some plumbing work around our kitchen. We are getting a donated marble slab to cover the top of our old
BBQ fire pit so that we may have some fun outdoor events on our patio. We are also going to acquire some
additional picnic tables for the patio.
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Notes From the Adjutant’s Desk

Greetings to everyone! There are several events coming up! It has been a long time since |
could say that.

The very next event is the visit from the Orange County Veteran's Service Officer. He will be at
the Post from 10am until 3pm on Saturday, October 315t and there will be coffee, donuts, and
finger sandwiches, too. Why not stop by and visit with us? You may also be able to get updates
or start a VA claim. He will have everything there to start a new claim or update your current
claim.

You should also see elsewhere in the newsletter where we will be participating in the Winter
Park Christmas Parade on December 6. The parade is going to be something special. The
Post has not participated in a parade since the Goldenrod Christmas Parade stopped years
ago.

Our annual Post Family Holiday event will be held on Dec 19" at Perkins on University Blvd.
from 2 to 5pm, right after Wreaths Across America. This year the timing of our Holiday event
changed to give those who cannot drive in the dark a chance to participate. As usual, we will
have an optional gift exchange (please $20 limit.) Do not forget to send me an email or call the
Post at (407) 671-6404 and leave your name and the number of people coming with you. We
must give the restaurant the number of people who are coming by December 15™.

Membership is covered by Ted in his 15t Vice article on Page 2, but did you know that you can
renew online? Go to hitp://legion.org and click on RENEW. It will walk you through the process.
If you are like some of us, you also pay another family member's dues. You can renew that
membership at the same time. You will need your membership number to renew online. If you
need that, you can contact me and | will get it for you. You can email me or call the Post and
leave a message and | will call you back.

There are a lot of things beginning to happen at the Post. We really hope to see you at as many
of them as you can make. One event is Wreaths Across America on December 19" where the
Post helps distribute wreathes to the headstones of Veterans at the Piney Wood Cemetery, for
one more example.

As we get more and younger members joining the Post, and participating, these activities will
continue to grow. (| can say younger as an 83-year-old)

Until next issue, Happy Thanksgiving. Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year.




We welcome all Veteran spouses
along with the parents, siblings,
grandparents and grandchildren
of Veterans who would like to
actively support our military, our
youth, and our community
through our community service
projects. To become involved,
please call Nell at 321.303.7445.

Check out our Facebook page at:
https:/iwww.facebook.com/ALA112FL

or our website at:
www.AmLegionAux112FL.com
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to see what we’ve been doing.

September and October have been busy for our mighty Auxiliary and

the next couple of months will be even busier! .

e Information about our Americanism Essay Contest has been J
sent to the elementary schools who always submit entries.

e In September, we presented another National Good Deed
Award to an Eagle Scout in Troop 4613. 2% -

e e assisted with the Flag Retirement ceremony at the Post on %48 s 2k
9/29. E ]

e Two of our members are runners who participate in various
races to raise funds for local charities like Tunnels to Towers.

e Marge, Mercedes, Bob, and Nell shopped for
our Adopt-A-Teacher and our Tushies and
Toes projects that were delivered to
Eastbrook in October.

e Nell, Marge, and Bob presented our annual
Scholastic Achievement check to our
Eastbrook teacher who uses the program for her 15t grade
class.

e Nell and Bob attended a recent Sunrise Rotary Club meeting _
where Nell accepted the club’s grant that supports our Girls
State and school medals program.

e Our membership drive is going well — as this article is written,
we are just under 81% of our goal.

¢ We have made some housekeeping changes to our Constitution and ByLaws to
incorporate the recent changes to Auxiliary membership eligibility made by the
American Legion during their August national convention. Because of this change,
we welcomed Bob Colbert as our newest member who was eligible due to his
father's military service.

e \We are looking at holding a fundraiser with Texas Roadhouse in 2027 to help us
fund our programs.

e \We continue to celebrate the birthdays of our military branches |
by serving birthday cakes at our Post meetings in the months
in which they appear.

e We will have our usual table at Eastbrook's Veterans Day
breakfast and program, and we will be shopping for and
delivering our donation of food bags for Eastbrook's Friday
backpack program.

e We will be shopping for our Veteran Holiday gift baskets for the Lake Baldwin
Giving Tree families in early November along with helping the Post shop for their
Giving Tree families.

e Coming in January and February, we will be judging the Americanism Essays we
receive along with interviewing candidates for Girls State.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION — JIM CARTEN

As we navigate through the fall, it is time to reaffirm our commitment to our veterans and our community by
securing our SAL membership renewals. Our strength as a squadron depends entirely on the dedication of
our members, and every single renewal ensures we have the resources and manpower to support the
American Legion Family. If you have not yet renewed your dues for the upcoming year, please do so as soon
as possible. Keeping your membership active is the easiest way to show your continued devotion to mutual
helpfulness, community service, and honoring the legacy of those who served. You can complete your renewal
quickly and securely by logging into your account online.

Beyond maintaining our numbers, our mission demands that we remain equipped to support the mental and
emotional well-being of our fellow brothers-in-arms and veterans. This month, we are emphasizing the
importance of the Be the One suicide prevention initiative. This critical program empowers all members of the
Legion Family to move beyond passive awareness and take direct, meaningful action to save lives. The
American Legion provides specialized training designed to help everyday citizens recognize the warning signs
of a mental health crisis and step up to be the one who listens, connects, and intervenes when a veteran is in
need.

We strongly encourage every member of Squadron 112 to take part in this vital training opportunity. The
program is entirely free and structured to fit into your schedule, providing you with the essential tools,
communication strategies, and resources needed to make a real difference. By participating, you aren't just
completing a course; you are becoming a literal lifeline for a veteran who may be fighting a silent battle. Please
visit the official American Legion Be the One Page to access training, find upcoming webinars, and discover
how you can share these life-saving practices within your local neighborhood.

Let's lead by example this season by achieving 100% renewal compliance and ensuring our squadron is fully
trained to protect our veteran community. Your continued membership allows us to keep our local programs
running, while the Be the One training ensures we are fulfilling our highest duty of care. Thank you for your
unwavering service, your patriotism, and your dedication to the Sons of the American Legion. Let's work
together to make sure no veteran is left behind.

SEMPER F] \
PRESSURE wASHING

Josh Snider

Owner/Operator

321-332-8701

SemperFiPressureWashing.net
semperfipw@yahoo
Veteran Owned & Operated
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Representing your NON-PRESSURE
homebuying and selling needs ROOF CLEANING

BRICK PAVER
SEALING

Fully Insured With Workers Comp & Liability

Premier | Sotheby’s
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CHAPLAIN’S THOUGHTS — BILLY DOVER

As we start the fall and holiday season, we have many reasons to be
thankful. Let us look at a few things to be thankful for:
e We live in a country that honors God and was established for
freedom of religion because of the persecution that occurred in Europe.
e We live in a country where we can vote for our elected leaders
instead of being forced into a non-democratic government.
e Thanksgiving is a celebration of the trials and tribulations of the first
settlers of this great country.
e Let usremember December? and those who lost their lives in the attack on Peatrl
Harbaor.
Christmas is a celebration of Christ coming to earth to save us from our sins.
Let us celebrate January 1 as a new beginning to a New Year and work toward a
greater good for all of mankind.

Psalm 117:1 Unless the LORD builds the house, they labor in vain who built it;
Unless the LORD guards the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.

The security is found in the LORD and not in the followers. God remains at the center of
your efforts; whether we lead inthe military, in construction, or sit behind a desk, we must
allow God to lead us. Leaders should never put their emotional health in the hands of
someone else. Spirtual and emotional health requires the truth. Trouble arises when
leaders depend on people to do what only God can do. YWe must wait on God's timing
and not our own.

Let us pray:
Our most gracious and Heavenly Father, as we Iift up our hearts and thoughts and
prayers, we ask you for protection of our lives and this great nation we live in. We know
that you are in control of all things, from each individual to our local, state, and national
government leaders. Ve pray for guidance in helping our fellow veterans and their
families. Ve ask for protection of all our service personnel, first responders, and their
families. As we enter this fall season, let us see your beauty in nature and let us
remember why we celebrate or remember each event. May we give all the praise and
glory to YOU in all things small and large and know that we are
nothing without your grace. This we ask in the name of the Father,
=on, and Holy Spirit. AMEN.

The FOUR Chaplain's Ceremony will be 31 JAN 27 at the First Baptist
Church Winter Park at 1400 hours. More information will be found on
the Post website and in the next newsletter.
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RESOURCE OFFICER — JIM MIDDLEKAUFF

COLA Set at 3.6 Percent

The Social Security Administration announced on October 14 that the cost-of-living
adjustment (COLA) for 2027 will be 3.6 percent, the largest increase since 2023 and well
above the 2.8 percent adjustment beneficiaries received this year. The figure is drawn
from the Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W),
averaged across July, August, and September, and it sets the annual increase for military
retired pay, Survivor Benefit Plan annuities, and Social Security benefits.

For military retirees the increase is automatic under 10 U.S.C. 1401a. It takes effect
December 1 and first appears in the retired pay deposit at the start of January, with no
application required. Retirees under the REDUX plan who accepted the Career Status
Bonus receive one percentage point less, or 2.6 percent, and members who retired during
2026 receive a prorated first-year adjustment. VA disability compensation and
Dependency and Indemnity Compensation work differently: they do not rise without an
act of Congress. The Veterans' Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of 2026,
H.R. 8552 introduced by Rep. Morgan Luttrell (R-TX) and Rep. Morgan McGarvey (D-
KY), and its Senate companion S. 4487 introduced by Sen. Jerry Moran (R-KS), would
apply the same 3.6 percent effective December 1, 2026. The House bill was forwarded
by the Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs on June 30, and the
Senate bill awaits action in the Senate Veterans' Affairs Committee.

VA Closes Record 3.11 Million Claims

The Department of Veterans Affairs announced on October 15 that the Veterans Benefits
Administration (VBA) processed 3,111,399 disability compensation claims in fiscal year
2026, which closed September 30. The total surpasses the prior record of 3,001,734
claims set in fiscal year 2025, and marks the second consecutive year the department
has completed more than 3 million claims.

VA reports that the claims backlog has fallen by more than 70 percent and average
processing time by 46 percent since January 2025, with the average decision taking 75.6
days in September. Claims processing accuracy stands at 94 percent, the highest rate in
two years. The department grants more than 60 percent of claims submitted, and about
3 percent of VBA decisions are appealed to the Board of Veterans' Appeals.

Drive-Thru Flu Vaccination Schedule:
Saturday, October 17, 2026
Daytona Beach VA Clinic: 8 a.m. — noon

e Viera VA Clinic: 9a.m. — 1:00 p.m.

+ Lake Baldwin VA Clinic: 2a.m. —1:00 p.m.
Sunday, October 25, 2026 | 1-3 p.m.
Trunk or Treat Event: The Mobile Medical Unit will be available at the Lake Nona event,
combining seasonal festivities with an opportunity for Veterans to receive their flu vaccine.
Saturday, November 7, 2026 | 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Veterans Day Parade: The Mobile Medical Unit will be on-site during the Veterans Day
Parade in Lake Nona, providing another convenient vaccination opportunity as the
community comes together to honor Veterans.
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ADVERTISING INFORMATION

Would your business like to advertise in our Post newsletter? This newsletter, with
distribution via email and USPS to over 200 members and organizations, is now accepting
advertising for our monthly newsletters.

Advertising rates per issue are as follows:
1/4 page - $15.00 (3 3/4"w x 4 3/4)
1/2 page -$25.00 (7 3/4"w x 4 3/4" or 33/4"wx9 3/4"}

Full page - $40.00 (7 3/4"wx 9 314"

Copy MUST be emailed to the editcr as a jpg or PDF file and payment MUST be mailed to
Post 112 at PO Box 910, Goldenrod, FL 32733-0910

ey g &

y e ™ SRa
Under New Ownership y.

Dear Valued Customers, Thank you for your support over the last 29yrs,
and as the new owners we value that loyalty.
We want to reassure you that our dedication to quality and customer service is our
#1 Priority. Our business hours are still 9am-4pm Mon-Fri.

We have a new email address that we will be using moving forward.
orders@perfectprintingfl.com

Thank You from Scott & Tawny Saunders.
We look forward to working with you and making your printing needs Perfect.

Please also review our other pages.

@ www.perfectprintingfl.com @ @perfectprintingfi @perfectprintingfl

@ Flyers & Brochures @ BusinessCards @& Envelopes

@ PostCards &EDDM & Digital &Off Set & Promotional

@ Vehicle Graphics @ Embroidery @& Signage

@ Company Branding @ Large & Small Runs @ And Much More

4962 Hall Rd O 407.677.4077

Orlando, FL 32817

and received by the 15th of the month preceding publication.

COPY DEADLINES:

Jan-Feb issue—10December
Mar-April issue—15February
May-June issue—15April

July-August issue—15June
September-October issue—15August

November-December issue—150ctober

QUESTIONS—Contact the editor at 321.303.7445 or email necolbert@usa.net

Nz Mobile Notary Services

g

CommuniMatics

came Serving Central Florida Since 1970

407.401.8360
nell.colbert@communimatics.com
Mobile & Remote On-Line Services Available
Powers of Attomey,

School forms,

[-9 forms,

Last Will & Testament,

Healthcare forms,

Wedding Officiant

Where Making it OFFICIAL
Meets CONVENIENCE

Remote On-line & Mobile Notary Public
National Notary Assoc.
Winter Park Memorial American Legion Auxiliary Unit 112
Cen. FL Council BSA Board of Directors

www.communimatics.com
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AMERICANISM — TED COSTELLO

1 Voting is part of the Americanism program. The
American Legion encourages all Americans to
- register and to vote in all elections. One important
thing to remember is that the American Legion is a
~ nonpartisan organization that does not support,
.. | oppose or provide aid to any candidate for public

 office or to any political party. Get out and vote at our
. upcoming election.

- POW/MIA I|dentifications

~ As a passing note, a record 250 |dentifications have
been made in Fiscal Year 2026. This exceeds the
previous record of 231 that the Defense POW/MIA
Accounting Agency made in FY 2025.

BOYS STATE — DAVID SHIELDS

Last February, the Post held its Boy’s State Delegate interviews. We had
four delegates and three alternates last year and we will have the same
number this year. All of last year’s alternates were able to attend as a
delegate for other Posts who were short of delegates. The Post recruits
from Winter Park High School, Lake Howell High School, Trinity Prep and
Lake Highland Prep. Home-schooled students may also apply if they
otherwise meet the program requirements. If you have a son or grandson
In his junior year this year, he can also apply to be a candidate by letting
the Post know that he is interested. We can send four delegates and up
to three alternates if they pass the interviews. A candidate can only apply
to ONE Post, however. Boy’s State will be from June 20 to June 26 this
year.



After months of trying to find a suitable time, we finally were able to "christen" our Flag
Retirement area. This was Dylan Lester's Eagle Project that was completed in June of
2025. Circumstances, fire bans and school prevented the first formal use, but we were
finally able to bring it all together on September 26'". Dylan was the Master of Ceremonies
at the event even though he aged out of the troop. Members of both Troops 613 and 4613
participated as well as some of our Naval Sea Cadet Battalion.

Included below are some photos of the program. The Scouts, Sea Cadets and the Post
learned quite a bit. For one thing, you can only burn cotton flags. The flags that were
made of nylon or other synthetics cannot be burned. This did cut down on the number of
flags that we had available to retire.

A y N
Ck‘ L g AR &

We will be planning future retirements now that we have the experience behind us. Dates
will be announced in the newsletter and on the Post's WEB site.
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oAVE THE DATE

Greetings from Post 112: 1 NOV 2026

Please continue to read this entire email for information of the Post’s activities, Save the Dates and more.
As we continue to expand communications with the membership, we invite you to volunteer and/or attend
any of these activities by contacting the Commander or as otherwise noted. Do you make the coffee? Our
2"d Vice and Past Commander usually does, however, he will be unavailable at times, so we need a
backup!! Do you bake or would like to bring snacks for the meetings and Post events, we could use you!
In Service for Veterans, Leslie Beltz, Commander FLpost112@gmail.com (717) 813-7157

SAVE THE DATES: RSVP to the Commander (717)813-7157 call/text or email (yes attending or not
attending). We report hours of volunteer service and have a number of attendees for adequate
refreshments.

» Nov 6, 2026 — At Winter Park Celebration of Veterans, 9-11am, 7217 W. New England Ave., Winter
Park, FL 32789. Shady Park, is a 3.28-acre centrally located in historical Hannibal Square next to
the Community Center, features park benches and a tranquil sidewalk pathway. The Quilts of Valor
honored several veterans with quilts, VA Resources were represented at tables of information.
Come out and enjoy a morning celebrating our Veterans. The Post will host 2 tables of information.
One for the Post and one for the Auxiliary. We will need members to assist at the tables in recruiting
prospective members and providing information. RSVP

Nov 7 and 14, 2026 - Scouting for Food — please fill he bag left at your door by the Scouts on 11/7
and put it outside yur door before 8am on the morning of 11/14. The Scouts will oick up the bags
and deliver them to a local food pantry to help those less fortunate in our community.

Dec 5, 2026 — At Winter Park’s Christmas Parade will begin a lineup at 8:30 am with the parade
beginning at 9am. Details forthcoming. If you can walk, that would be great, if not join us in a
vehicle. We need volunteers to decorate the vehicle and participate. Beth said we have the vehicle
and maybe a special surprise! RSVP

Dec 12, 2026 — At the Post, 2:30 — until - ARMY /NAVY GAME ON THE BIG TV! ARE YOU
INTERESTED?? RSVP TO YOUR ARMY POST 112 COMMANDER!! RSVP

» Dec 19, 2026 - The Post will have two events this day!!!

1. Wreaths Across America will again be sponsored by the William P. Duval Chapter, NSDAR. With
two cemeteries. Pineywood is located next to Lake Baldwin at the corner of Lakemont Ave and Raymond
Street. Palm cemetery is located on Webster Ave and New York Ave within the city of Winter Park. Arrival
is suggested for 11:30am and the ceremony begins nationwide at Noon. Usually this ends in about an
hour, depending on the number of volunteers. RSVP to Bob Colbert

2. Christmas Lunch at a restaurant to be determined, right after the Wreaths Across America event.
The Post hosts this event each year, so RSVP to Bob Colbert, so we can let the restaurant know how
many will attend.

These Save the Date events and more, please refer to the calendar on the website, for Post events and
community activities that use or rent Post rooms. https://wpflpost112.org/
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w2 Join us for

~
Coffee & Donuts
Visits Post 112

October 31st
10am - 3pm

Winter Park Memorial

American Legion Post 112
4490 North Goldenrod Road
Winter Park, FL 32792
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ARMY-NAVY

G A J\/ WAITCH PARITY

American Legion Post 112

December 12, 2026

Starting at 2:30 PM

Refreshments will be served

ﬂ Post 112, 4490 North Goldenrod Road, Winter Park, FL

Please RSVP to Cmdr Beltz before 12/9/2026
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o American Legion Post 112 ,
Holiday Party |
A A
@ \ December 19, 2026 ’ Tl
0 , "

N Perkins Restaurant /\)'

Winter Park, 32792

\ \ 6425 University Blvd. (

) {
¢ |
\

Please RSVP not later than 12/15/26 to: ' )
Flpost112@amail.com, or
407-671-6404, or
Text 407-212-7262

OPTIONAL GIFT EXCHANGE
$20 limit




l ' HAPPY BIRTHDAY

U.S. MARINE CORPS
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OFFICER’S DIRECTORY

Commander: Leslie Beltz
717-813-7157-flpost112@gmail.com

1st Vice Commander: Ted Costello
352-394-7719 -flpost112@gmail.com

2nd Vice Commander: Jim Middlekauff
407-739-4949-flpost112@gmail.com
Adjutant & Finance Officer: Bob Colbert

407-619-9611-flpost112@gmail.com

Chaplain: Billy Dover
407-383-9455-flpost1 12@gmail.com

Sgt. At Arms: Ron Gagne
407-657-7569 -flpost1 12@gmail.com

Judge Advocate: David G. Shields
407-462-2716 -flpost1 12@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor: Nell Colbert
321.303.7445 -flpost112@amail.com

LEGION

Winter Park Memorial Post 112
4490 North Goldenrod Road
Winter Park, FL 32792
www.wpflpostl12.org

407.671.6404

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Nov
2
6

10

17

26
Dec

~J

12
15
19
19
25

Event

SONS Meeting - 7 PM - ZOOM only
Winter Park Celebrates Veterans

Post General Meeting- 7 PM - Post and ZOOM
Auxiliary Unit Meeting- 7 PM - ZOOM only
Happy Thanksgiving

Event

Winter Park Parade

SONS Meeting - 7 PM - ZOOM only

Pearl Harbor Day

Army-Navy Football at the Post - 2:30 PM
Auxiliary Unit Meeting- 7 PM - ZOOM only
Wreaths Across American- 11 AM

Post Family Holiday Luncheon - 2 PM
Merry Christmas
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